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INTRODUCTORY. 


FROM A 
FATHER to his. CHILDREN, 


My. DEAR CHILDREN, 
E are now all of an age to 
; * ; liſten to the dictates of rea- 
* ſon, and to pay a proper at- 


tention to the inſtructions of wiſdom; 3 


but as the moſt ſalutary admonitions 
may appear dull and prove tedious, 
when too frequently repeated, though 


repeated by him who is, you may be 


aſſured, your fincereſt friend, I have 
i e choſen 


2 INTRODUCTORY 


choſen to recommend a very remarka- 
ble hiſtory to your peruſal, written by 
' a gentleman with whom I became ac- 
quainted when I was laſt in Somerſet- 
ſhire. The moral leſſons contained in 
it may be highly ſerviceable to you. 


He permitted me to ſhew it to my own 


family, but intreated me not to let any 


other perſons read it; telling me, how- - 
ever, at the ſame time, that he had al- 
tered names and places ſufficiently to 


prevent its giving offence, if it ſhould 
happen to get out of my hands. 
After this little preamble, it will be 


neceſſary to inform you in what manner 


our acquaintance began. 


As I was. returning home from a viſit 
I had made, at about ten miles diſtance 
from my friend's houſe, at which I had 
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ſpent two or three months, I was over- 
taken by a violent ſtorm of rain; my 
ſituation was the more diſagrecable, as 
I had loſt my way and could by no 
means recover the right road, Meet- 
ing with nobody to give me any in- 
formation, I rode on till L came to a 
thick hedge, which bounded a large gar- 
den; I was in hopes that it led to ſome 
houſe, but no building appeared ; my 
Horſe and [I began both to be weary. 
While I was confidering what courſe to 
ſteer, the rain ceaſed: I then looked 
round me and ſaw a man ſurveying me 
from the hedge. He ſoon called to me, 
civilly told me that the road I was in 
led to his grounds, and aſked me if I 
had any buſineſs with him. Glad was 
B 2 1 to 
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4 INTRODUCTORY 

1 4 to hear myſelf thus accofted, for Icon- 
ceived hopes that I ſhou Id procure ſome 
very defirable and. neceſſary intelligence 


for the continuation of my journey. I 
then at once told the perſon who ſpoke 


to me from whence I came and whither 
I wiſhed to go. With a good-natured 
ſmile, he faid, that I was ſeveral miles 
out of the road to the place I mention- 


ed, and would hardly be able to reach it 
that night; politely aſking -me to take 
ſhelter with hifn till the morning. I do 


| aſſure youl never felt more ſatisfaction 


from any invitation in my life, as Z 


: was both wet and weary : there was 3 


| ſomething to0 ſo very engaging in the 1 
* and language of the gentleman, 9 

| for I found him to be a gentleman, tho R$ 
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he was in an exceeding plain dreſs, that 
I withed for nothing more than to accept 
of his hoſpitable offer, 

Upon my declaring the pleaſure which 


I felt at the politeneſs and generoſity of 
his behaviour to me, he opened a little 
gate in the hedge, and, deſiring me to 
faſten my horſe to a poſt juſt by, told 

me that he would ſend a ſervant to me 
to take care of it. He then conducted 
me through part of his garden to a ruftic 
edifice in the midft of it, for nothing re- 
markable but its elegant ſimplicity. He 
ſoon: called his ſervants about him, and 
diſpatched one for my horſe, and an- 
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3 other for cloaths and linen, my own be- 
ing very uncomfortable : having ordered 
7 them to be dried, he left me to put on 
| thoſe brought to me. 


B 42 ol 


6 INTRODUCTORY 


As ſoon as I was dreſſed he returned, 
and, with a benevolent ſmile, not to be 
deſcribed, aſked me how I found myſelf, 
and if I would accept of ſome refreſh- 
ment, while a bed was preparing for 
me, I ſhould not have refuſed, I be- 
lieve, any thing he had offered to me; 
for his requeſts were made in ſuch a | 
winning manner, that they almoſt forced 
compliance with them. I therefore ſat 
down with him to a very elegant little 


IP ſupper; my r eliſh of which was conſider- ; 


ably heightened by his agreeable and en- | 
tertaining converſation. The apartment 
alloted to me, and to which he introduc- 
ed me himſelf when I choſe to retire, was 
in the ſame ſtyle of graceful ſimplicity 3 
with the reſt of the building, 
As the morning was uncommonly 
x1 ea. pleaſant, 


Tr 5 5 
Pleaſant, and as I had gone early to 
reſt, I roſe betimes ; and, allured by the 


proſpect from my window, to take a 


nearer view of it, I went down into the 


garden, which was extenſive, and laid 

out in a very beautiful taſte: the charms 

of nature, conſpicuous throughout, were 

lightly aſſiſted wet the embelliſhments 
of art. 


I was fo delighted with this cmiling 


ſpot, that I could not prevail on myſelf 


to return to the houſe-: accordingly 1 
remained there till I was met by the 


owner of it, who told me-that he gene- 
rally took a walk before breakfaſt, and 
that the ſatisfaction which he felt from a 
furvey of the beauties of his garden, al- 


ways kindled devotion in his heart: he 


looked as if he felt what he had uttered; 5 
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picture before me had the fame etlect 
upon mine. After an agreeable break- 
faſt, rendered doubly ſo by the polite 


manners and Pleaſing ſociety of the 


maſter of it, he ſaid, As you: have 
*.done me the pleaſure, fir, to approve 


© of the diſpoſition of my grounds, will 
you take the trouble to walk over my 
6 © houſe ? N. * 


Lou may WI that a cloſed 


with his requeſt: I attended him, and 


found every thing about his pretty habi- 
tation contrived with exquiſite pro- 
priety. Books, muſical inſtruments, 
(my new friend, I found, was a good 
- performer) pictures, &c. &c, were in- 


termixed in ſo pittoreſque a manner with 


the neceſſary furniture, that it was im- 
poſſible 
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: poſſible a. not to 8 ehh ay In 
ſhort, Mr. Freeland, for that was the 
name of my hoſpitable entertainer, im- 
proved fo much upon me by his ſenti- 
ments and behaviour, that I was eafily 23 

perſuaded by him to ſtay above a fort- 

night at his houſe, having acquainted 
the friend, to whom I was going, with 
the accident which had at firſt detained 
me. But during the whole time I ſtaid 
with him, we never ſaw a fingle crea- 
ture, the ſervants ot the family except- 
ed, nor did he ever mention his having 
connections with any man living. I 
could not help, I confeſs, diſcovering 
my aſtoniſhment that a man ſo early in 
life, ſo perfectly amiable in his perſon 
and manners, ſo formed to give the 
higheſt din to bis fellow creatures, 
EW 5 -*; 
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10 INTRODUCTORY 


and of a dif, poſition naturally ſocial, 
ſhould chooſe to live ſo entirely ſecluded 
from the world, and paſs all his hours 
alone. I alfo took the liberty to preſs 


him to return the vie 1 had fo chear- 


fully made, by going with me to my 


friends, by whom he would, I knew, 


be ſincerely welcomed: but he directly 
excuſed himſelf in a way which ſhewed 
that all intreaties of that kind would be 
reſiſted : adding, with a figh, © The 


« world has long had no Joys for me: 
« happineſs 1 muft never hope for: 


* 


« reſignation to my fate is all that is 


I was here again aſtoniſhed, and to- 
tally at a loſs to know what could have 
induced a man ſo capable of pleaſing, of 


charming 


left for me, though I fometimes feel 
« myſelf hardly able to be reſigned.” 
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charming indeed, in the prime of life, 
and poſſeſſed of an affluent. fortune, to 
ſhut himſelf up thus, and bury himſelf in 
ſolitude. A man ſo exceedingly captiva- 
ting in converſation, that J never, I 
think, met with any body ſuperior to 
him in converſible powers, However, 
notwithſtanding all my eager defire to 
be informed of the motives which go- 
verned his conduct, I could not abrupt- 
ly demand them without making an ill 

return for his politeneſs and hoſpitality: 
yet I could not conceal, 1 did not with 
to conceal my curioſity. I told him how 
much ſatisfaction he would give me by 
diſclofing the reaſons which had indu- 
ced him to lead a life of obſcurity, let- 
ting him ſee, at the ſame time, that my 
 fincere intention was to perſuade him, 


* by 
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by rational arguments, to return to 60 

ciety, to alleviate his affliction, from 

whatever ſource it had ſprung, and to 
blunt, by degrees, the poignancy of it. 
My arguments were inſufficient: they 
had no effect upon him, though he did 
me the favour to aſſure me that he had 


not, ſince he excluded himſelf from ſo- 


ciety, accidentally converſed with a 
man whoſe arguments had ſtaggered his 


reſolution ſo much as mine; he coded. 
ſed, however, that he could not yield 
to them: Were you, fir,” continued 


he, e ſenſible of the pleaſure I take, I 


* aflow it indeed to be a melanchol y 
« one, in brooding over paſt ſcenes, 
« you would not I believe ſo abſolute- 
* ly condemn me, as it is the "my plea- 
6 ſure __ for me to en joy.“ 


on re- 


<p 


1 r N. 


I replied that his enjoyment was $4 
very deſtructive nature, and that he cer- 
tainly would, by giving way to his tor 
menting reflections, hurt his ſpirits, and 
in the end injure his healtn. The body 
and mind,“ added 1, are too inti- 
© mately connected not to be affected 
by each other's diſorders; and I do not 
know how you can ſatisfy your con- 
„ ſcience. for this kind of voluntary 
« ſuicide.” | ES ; 
I ſhould have alſo ci a * 
depriving himſelf, by a ſolitary life, of 
any opportunities of being in any ſnape 
ſerviceable to mankind, had I not ſeen, 


while Iſtaid with him, frequent proofs 
of his charity and generofity, which 
convinced me that he was not only poſ- 
ſeſſed of a large fortune, but that he 
A 
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was alſo an excellent ceconomiſt of the 

ſums committed to his care; for, on a 
more particular inſpection into his affairs, 

he ſeemed to be literally, only a ſteward 
for thoſe who by his liberality were fur- 
niſhed, not only with the meer neceſſa- 
ries, but with the comforts of life. I 

could therefore only attack him on the 
negle& of his health. His reply was, 
that as he had recourſe to no methods to 

| ſhorten his life, though he had been a 
thouſand times tempted to wiſh a pe- 
riod'to his exiſtence, he could not look 
on himſelf in a criminal light for liv. 
ing in the manner which was the moſt 
agreeable to him. 

Converſations of this ſort were often 


renewed between us when we met: we 
fell into them inſenſibly; for he was ne- 


ver 


1 
A 


ED TIR. 1 
ver better pleaſed than in recollecting 


paſt occurrences, though 3 


brance of them kept his affliction alive ; 
and I was very deſirous of endeavouring 
torefute all his apologies for a life which 


I really believed (ſetting afide the great 
ſatisfaction I hoped to enjoy in his 
friendſhip and his company) injurious 


to him. ; 881 

Our repeated converſations brought 
him, at length, to be more free and open 
with me; and to ſuch a degree was our 
intimacy carried, that, one day, upon 
myſaying the diſappointments he had met 
with were certainly more terrible than 
thoſe with which human life is common- 


ly embittered, he replied, Were I to 


relate the occurrences of my life, you 


© would, 


16 INTRODUCTORY 
would, perhaps, be of my way of 


« thinking . though I am apt to believe 
** that few men have ſuch keen ſenſibili- 
* ty. My ſenſibility, fir, has deſtroyed 
« my. peace,” continued he,  ſighing : 
« but your curiofity I perceive increaſes, 


4 and I am almoſt prompted to gratify 


« it, from a firm perſuaſion that your 
* wiſhes for the conqueſt of my diſguſt 
© to ſociety are ſincere, and ariſe entire- 


ag ly from a difintereſted regard for me. 


“J have employed ſome part of my 
* time, ſince I have been here, in draw- 
e ing up a kind of hiſtory of my life: 


© when you leave me you ſhall take it 


* with you, provided you will give me 


«© your word not to ſhew it to any per- 
+: ſons but to thoſe wich whom you are 


im- 


71s Er FD 9 RM In 


immediately connected, and to con- 
cc ceal, even . chem, the nn, 
retirement.“ 25m W 1 181fl. 

I readily agreed, you 3 imagine, to 
theſe injunctions. When I returned 
home, I peruſed it with avidity; and in 
a letter, acknowledging my obligations 
to him for the confidence repoſed in me, 


| begged him to give me leave to tran- 
ſcribe his manuſcript for the benefit of 


my young family. After ſome modeſt 


_ apologies he complied with my requeſt, 
and the pacquet which accompanies | this 


letter contains the faid hiſtory. 


T. WILMOr. 


A D- 


IF * 3 


ADVERT ISE ME N T. 


A Deſcendant from the gentleman who 
wrote the foregoing Introductory 

Letter to the following Hiſtory, ima- 
gining that, as all the parties concerned 

In it are now dead, he may venture to 
publiſh it without giving any offence to 
any perſon whatever, has put it into the 
editor's hands for publication ; becauſe 
he flatters himſelf that a peruſal of it will 
afford entertainment and inſtruction. 


* GN e Sh Ve N * 


Mr. FREELAND. 


** K Y father. was the yemger 
— M 8 fon of a good family; and | 
* I never heard of his being 
guilty of a fooliſh action 
till he married an amiable woman with- 
out any money. I'would not be thought, 
by ſaying ſo, to diſapprove of difinter-/ 
„„ eſted 
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eſted matches: on the contary, where | 
there is a ſufficiency on one ſide, they 


are, in my opinion, hudable ; but the 


man who has not a ſufficiency diſcovers | 
very little affection for the object of 
his paſſion, by marrying her with no- 


thing; becauſe he runs the riſque of in- 
volving both her and a young family in 
the deepeſt diſtreſs: diſtreſs which he 
muſt, 11 imagine, feel with redoubled 
anguiſh, by having been immediately in- 


ſtrumental to it, , by nnn diſcretion 


to love. 
My father, however, had a "Oe; ; 


it was a ſmall one indeed; but either 
| E diſinclination to buſineſs, or a 
fondneſs for the tranquility of a country 
Hh ife, he ſettled ſome miles from the ca- 


Ws and threw part of his income into 
= farm; 3 
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MR. FREELAND. 21 


a farm; which in time, as he was not 


equal to the management of it, proved 


rather detrimental than advantageous to 


him. The diminution 'of his income 


was the more ſenſibly felt, as his fami- 
1y was increaſed by a ſon and a daugh- 


ter three years younger. 4 
My father, tho he loved the country, 


was neither a clown nor a ſportſman; 


having been liberally educated himſelf, 
he choſe to beſtow the ſame kind of edu- 


cation on me: though, from his great 


affection for me, as well as from a pru- 


dential paſſion for economy, he inſtruc- . 
ted me himſelf in every branch of claſ- 


by fical learning, for which employment he 


was very well qualified: he by ſo doing 


preſerved, poſſibly, my morals, which 
n have been corrupted in a public 


ſc hool ; 
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ſchool; but he made me fo tenderly | 


attached to him, to my mother, and to 
my ſiſter, that, when the time arrived for 


my going to the univerſity, I felt very 


painful ſenſations ; little leſs painful, 


perhaps, than thoſe which the amputa- 
tion of a limb would have occaſioned. 


I had an uncommon eſteem and love 


for my mother, who was a moſt amiable 


and accompliſhed woman ; and the had 
taken ſo much care to make my ſiſter 


as amiable and as accomplithed as her- 
ſelf, that it was impoſſible not to doat 
on them both. 
As I was perpetually preſent while 


my fifter received her inſtructions, I 


became better able to educate a young 
lady than any governeſs whatever; but 
as I was obliged to be ſeparated from 
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= my dear relations at a dns Gln, by 


the ſtrength of my intellects, I became 


moſt capable of admiring their virtues, 


very painful was my parting from 


them. Scarce was I reconciled to that 


parting, by time, when the death of my 
father brought a new diſquietude to me: 
it happened while I was at Oxford: 


the news was inexpreſſibly afflictive. 


We found, by his will, that he had e- 


qually divided his little Towne be- 


tween Us. 


I returned home upon this 3 5 


occaſion, in order to do every thing in 


my power to conſole my mother, who 
felt her loſs moſt ſenſibly ; but I was 
dreadfully ſhocked to ſee her ſtill 
more affected by the bad health of my 
lifter, who was, I too ſoon perceived, 


In 
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ma deep conſumption: The difreſs 
which ] felt at ſeeing her waſting away, 


added to my mother's ſorrow, almoſt 
rendered me incapable of affording her 
any comfort: yet I could not bring my- 
ſelf to think of leaving them, I accord- 
ingly ſtaid; but the daily decay of my 
ſiſter, and my mother's inſu pportable | 
grief, tore my heart in pieces. 
My father had in his will appointed 
my mother and a particular friend of 
| his joint truſtees for my fiſter and me, as 
I then wanted four years of being of age, 
and my ſiſter ſeven. This perſon, whoſe 
name was Gordon, finding that I did 
not return to purſue my ſtudies, in 
which I had, however, made a conſi- | 
derable progreſs, as I was determined at 


my firſt | going to roms to loſe no 
N „ time, 


Mx. FREELAND. | 


time, that 1 might the ſooner leave it pro- 
poſed to place me in a merchant” scompt- 
ing-houſe. - I was ſomewhat ſurpriſed 
at his propoſal, telling him that, if my 
father had intended me for trade, he 
might have ſpared 1 both the time and ex- 
pence. required in an univerſity-educa- 
tion, as ſuch an education was by no 
means neceſſary for the me 
of mercantile affairs. 
That is true,” replied. he; but 8 
« knowledge which you have gained at 
<6 Oxford will not hurt you in any ſta- 
tion of life you may be engaged in: 
* and I would have you confider, that 
- 300 will be a great while before a 
« young phyſician (phylic had been my 
principal ſtudy) can make his way in 


& the world ; and that you will, with 
Ne 8 «the 


Ve » 
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* the more difficulty riſe i in the x profeſ- 
ct ſion of phy ſic, as your father i is dead, 
<:whole connections mi ght have proved 
* highly ſerviceable. Now when you 


* have lived five years as a clerk with 


Neri queſtion, you will be 


your own maſter, and may then im- 


*© mediately enter into partnerſhip with 


him with the remainder of your for- 
< tune, which will ſecure you a genteel 


and certain ſubfiſlence at once. On 
1 « the contrary, if you purſue the ſtudy - 
t of Phy ſic, your advancement in the | 
ee world will be very flow, and your ; 
20 ſucceſs will be very Precarious : you 


„ may be unable to ſupport yourſelf | 


£6 handſomely til you are ſucceſsful, 


1 eſpecially as a much greater ex- 


« '« pence in | the article of appearance 
„will 


1 
„ 
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„will be abſolutely neceſſary. A 
*-thouſand pounds only will be ex- 
« pected by my friend the merchant, 
and the intereſt of your remaining 
fortune will keep you in cloaths and 
pocket money, till your five years of 
4 ſervitude are expired ; at the expira- 
<< tion of which, you will at once enter 
< upon a genteel and reſpectable in- 
*© come without any farther trouble. 
_ T liſtened to this propoſal with an in- 
tention to take the advice of my 
friends; believing that they knew far 
better than myſelf what was fitteſt for 
me. My own inclination, indeed, led 
me to follow the defigns of my father, 
but I could not think tt Mr. Gordon's 
offer had an unplauſible appearance: I 
therefore left it to my mother to deter- 
W 


„ ES „ 122 "a — 292 ů * — — _— — 
? r 5 G 


28 THE HISTORY or 


mine for me; being aſſured that I could 


not give her too many proofs of my 
duty and aſſection. Dejected beyond 
expreſſion on the loſs of my father, 
doubly diſtreſſed at ſeeing my fiſter 
haſtening after him, and having an im- = 


_  plicit faith in Mr. Gordon's friendſhip, 


my dear mother adviſed me to place 1 


myſelf with Mr, Aſhurft. 
1 willingly conſented to what my be- 


loved parent deemed beſt for me: but 


as ſoon as the indentures were drawn 
ſhe died, having loſt her daughter but a 


' few weeks before: the affliction the felt 


on the loſs of that daughter, added to 


what ſhe had already endured by the 


death of her muſband, ſhortened, no 
doubt, her days: deprived of her huſ- 


"a and her 1 I may fay, for 


IK; TE ION . I was 
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I was in a manner taken from her, life 
had no comfort for her, and the ſunk 
into a melancholy, which, prey ing upon 
her ſpirits, ſoon brought her to her grave. 
I want words to deſeribe the exquiſite 
anguiſh which I felt, on being robbed 
of every dear relation ſo early in life; 
I now may ſay that I was at the ſame 
time robbed of every friend, though 
was not then inclined to believe that J 
was quite friendleſs, as both Mr. Gordon 
and Mr, Afhurſt ſeemed -to Fr mpa- 
 thize with me: the former, who was 
now my ſole truſtee, adviſed me to fell 
the farm and turn every thin g into mo- 
ney, that he might * it into the funds | 
for me. 


Careleſs of every thing, ſince I had loſt 
all that was dear to me, I conſented to his 
% : 
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ptopoſal. My ſorrows indeed were too 
piercing and 00 much engroſſed my at- 


tention to permit me to make any op- 
poſition to | * even hurried away 
from a place which but too much re- 
minded me of loſſes never to be repaired, 
and was ſoon ſettled with Mr. Aſhurſt, 
: whoſe. family confiſted of himſelf, a 


daughter, a clerk, two women ſervants, 


and a footman. 


Miſs . at che time I came to 


| live with her father, was about eleven 


years, old, and a very fine girl of that 


age: ſhe was tall and genteel ; ſhe had 


a fair complexion, and her features were 
animated with a colour like that of a 


bluſhing roſe; the was not a regularbeau- a 
ty, but her features were expreſſive of a 
good underſtanding a and a gentle diſpo- 


ſition : IF 
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fition : ſhe had dark blue eyes, in which 
there was a peculiar ſoftneſs which, ad- 

ded to her infantine ſmiles, and little 

playſome ways, made her appear the 
moſt agreeable child J had ever teen 21 
yet ſhe was then but a child, and con- 
ſequently no companĩon for me; and, 
indeed, at that time I deſired not to ſee 
or to ſpeak to any body: I was totally 
abſorbed in grief, and had I not applied 
indefatigably to buſineſs, ſhould poſſibly 
have funk under it. Confinement and 
ſolitude, however, grew at length ra- 
ther irkſome to me. Mr, Aſhurſt was, 
1 ſoon found, a man devoted to every 
kind of pleaſure ; and as I was as unfit 
a companion for him as his daughter 
was for me, he commonly -both dined 
and ſupped abroad, kept late hours, and 
O's ſeldom 
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ſeldom roſe early in a morning; PF | 


therefore ined. Either alone or with 


this little girl when ſhe was not detain- 
ed all day at a ſchool in the neighbour- 


hood, to which ſhe went to lear n to read | 


and work : by being thus left continu- 


ally with her, and having nothing elſe 


to take off my thoughts, my attention 
was imperceptibly attached to the object 
perpetually before me: ſhe was very 
good natured I plainly perceived, but I 


as clearly faw that ſhe was, either from 
converſing with no body but her ſchool- 


fellows. abroad, or ſetting with the ſer- 


vants at home, ill behaved and ignorant 


to an uncommon degree for a girl of her 
age; yet, as I had no buſineſs to correct 


| her, and always treated her like the 


daughter of the man to whom I wWas, 
5 for 
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for a time, to be ſubſervient, ſhe ſeemed 
more ſatisfied with me than with any of 

the ſervants, who ſcolded her, and be- 
haved to her with a vulgarneſs and in- 
decency, which at length became quite 
ſhocking to me: yet, imagining that they 
would not pay the leaſt regard to my 
reprehenfions, though ever ſo mildly de- 
livered, I was filent, and only ſtrove to 
compoſe her, when in tears, by divert- 
ing her thoughts, or by perſuading her 
gently to do what was defired, When 
nothing 1 improper was asked. 

My behaviour ſo far gained upon 
her, that ſhe ſoon became fond of me, 
and would ſcarce be any where but 
with me; even when I was writing the 
would come and fit by me, and amuſe 
herſelf by looking over me. In ſhort, 
| N ſhe 
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ſhe ſo took off my attention from what 
I was about, that I was frequently ob- 


liged to intreat her, with all the good- 
humour I could aſſume, to leave me. 


A requeſt of this kind I one day re- | 
peated ſo often, that ſhe. at laſt ex- 


claimed, with tears in her eyes, How 
* cruel you are to ſend me from you? 
Hoy often have you told me that the 
_ © ſervants are not fit companions. for 


«© me? With whom then can I fit? My 
Papa is always abroad, and there 8 
12 no- body but you: yet, indeed, Mr. 
*«« Freeland, I am ſorry to vex you; 


* but if I could write as well as you 

66 can, I would employ myſelf as you 

« doin helping my Papa, and then I 
e ſhouldn't difturb you. 


There was ſuch a naivete in this 
ſpeech, 
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good ſenſe. in it, that I took her up in 
my lap, dried her pretty innocent eyes, 
and told her that ſhe ſhould ſtay with 
me as long as the Pleaſed. 

<« Teach me to write, then,” ſaid ſhe, | 


looking earneſtly in my face, and 1 
will do 1 of your buſineſs for 
you.“ | 
— an eee 
queſt, but thought her deſire of im- 
provement ſo commendable, that pro- 
miſed to agree to it. Accordingly I 
told her, that if ſhe would be good, 

and fit quiet, I would give her ſome 

copies. b 


She received them mich an | infantine 7 
Þ gde that went to my heart. She 
Jumped up in my lap, threw her arms 


SYS. © round 
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round my neck, and cried, « Thankee, 
«+ thankee, dear Mr. Freeland; I will 
be a very good girl; indeed I will.” | 
I never had been ſo touched fince 
the death of my poor Emilia. Giving, 
he therefore, the amiable little Gertrude a 
brotherly kiſs, I placed her by my ſide, 
and wrote down the alphabet for her to 
copy ; and the copied it with a facility 
which exceeded my expectation. She 
ſoon made an extraordinary progreſs 
with her pen, and in a few months wrote 
a good hand. My inſtructions to her, 
and the many pretty ways ſhe found out 
to expreſs her ac know ledgments, amuſed: 
me prodigiouſſy. In return for thoſe 
acknowledgements, I ſometimes played | 
to her upon a harpſichord, which had 
been her mother's : 1 had learned muſic. 
Oh with 


Mx. FREELAND. 37 


with my ſiſter, and took great delight 
in it; but fince her death it had only 
filled me with a thouſand melancholy 


reflections: the little Gertrude, however, 
diſcovered ſo much ſatisfaction, and in- 
deed ſo much taſte, that, as ſhe had alſo 


A good voice, I attempted to make her 
ſing and play meerly for amuſement. 


She ſoon became an apt ſcholar ; and 
Mr. Aſhurſt was ſo pleaſed with ſeeing 

my inſtructions, both with regard to | 

muſick and writing, attended with ſo 


much ſucceſs, as to fave the expence 


and trouble of maſters, that he removed | 
her entirely from {chool, and encouraged 


me, by a number of civilities, to pro- 


ceed to inform his daughter of every 


thing proper for ſo fine a my 1 to 
tearn, 


Miſs 
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Miſs Aſhurſt naturally fell into this 
ſcheme of her father's, and in time be- 
came very well acquainted with the 

8 rench language i in the ſame manner. 

When the continual opportunities I 
had of obſerving her had made me with 
that her mind was alſo poliſhed, as ſhe 
ſeemed to have quick parts, though no 
pains had been taken to improve them, 
no care to form her as a girl of her age 
and ſtation ought to be formed ; an af- 
fectlonate compaſſion for her rendered 
me ſtudious, not only to convince Ger- 
trude of her faults, but to induce her to ' 

deſire to mend them : and as I remem- 

beredd the leſſons which my mother per- 
petually taught my fifter, I repeated the 
ſame to this amiable child, who, from 
the gantlenels of my reproofs, and the 
; reaſons 
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reaſons I gave her why ſhe ought to en- 
deavour to cultivate her mind, and cor- 
rect her carriage, ſoon improved ex- 
ceedin Sly, and grew a very agreeable 
companion for me when I was diſen- 
gaged. Mr. Aſhurſt, however, though 
very civil to me in order to incite me 


to continue to be his daughter's s inſtruc- 
tor, (as he ſaw plainly that the accom- 
pliſhments which ſhe had acquired un- 
der my tuition, made her appear to 
greater advantage, eſpecially as her per- 
ſon began to grow with her increaſing 
years, extremely attractive) could not 
help exhibiting his own ill habits. He 
was always engaged in a manner by no 
means ſuitable to the character which 
] at firſt believed him to be. Soon, in- 


5 deed, did I diſcover him to be of a quite 


different 
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different” com plexion : for, when he 
found that he could truſt me, he left all 
his affairs entirely to my management, | 
of which he expected the hi gheſt appro- 
bation. My principles, indeed, urged 
me to uſe my beſt endeayours to do my 
duty to Mr. Aſhurſt, and alſo to im- 
prove myſelf, in a buſineſs from which 
I was to derive my future ſupport, as my 
fortune, even with the addition of my 
mother's and fiſter's, was by no means 
large. Yet I often wiſhed to have more 
of my maſter's company, and to have 
him a witneſs to tranſactions left entirely 
to my conduct. I was for ſome time, 
indeed, happily aſſiſted by the clerk, al- 
ready mentioned, who had been long in 
the family, but he died in about three 
years after the ſuperintendance of it fell to 


* 


FREELAND. ar 


my lot: I bad then no affiſtant, and conſe- 
quently lefs time to beſtow u pon Gertrude: | 


— 


ſhe wanted every day, it is true, lefs of 
my admonition, being ſo very quick of 
comprehenſion that the ſlighteſt hints 
were not thrown away upon her, Her 7 
mind opened beyond my expectation, 
as her perſon became more beautiful ; 
and, ſeeing me frequently reading, ſhe 
began to diſcoyer a violent curioſity 
with regard to books: her father had no 
bad collection, and I put into her hands 
ſuch of them as I thought moſt capable 
of infuſing virtuous notions into her 
mind, and of affording her a rational 
amuſement ; defiring her, at the ſame 


time, to come to me for information 

whenever the met with a paſſage which | 

the did not thoroughly underſtand, © * | 
PE, | The 
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The amiable girl ſeemed to beequally 


pleaſed with this new method of acquir- 
ing knowledge, and with the liberty of 


aſking my opinion upon every ſubject; 
but the was ſo eager for inſtruction, that 
a the often flew into the compting- bouſe 
1 with her book i in her hand, and aſked 
me twenty queſtions before I had leiſure 
to make one anſwer to the. purpoſe: 1 
therefore begged her to write down 
what ſhe wanted to ſay to me, and lay 
| by her memorandums till I was diſen- 
{+ gaged enough to reply to her interroga- 
| tories. 


—_— — _—_—_— ————. 
ao 
o 


+ She complied with my requeſt, in a 
manner which charmed me; a manner 
which I could not have expected from ſo 
young a girl: when I was ready to hear 
her, with what earneſt | attention would 

_ ſhe 
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ſhe hang upon my lips while I ſpoke, 
| ſeeming to devour every ſyllable which 


Y dropped from them! 


I was pleaſed, nay I was tranſ ported : 
it was impoſſible not ta be ſo with a fine | 
young creature, who placed the utmoſt 
confidence in me alone, and who never 
appeared fo well ſatisfied with herſelf as 
when I declared my entire approbation 
of her Carria ge. Let, though I {ſcarcely 
then knew the exact nature of my ſenti- 
ments for her, I never took advantage | 
of the attractive ſimplicity with which 
ſhe unlocked the ſecret receſſes of her 
innocent heart. While ſhe was a child, 
indeed, I played with her, I careſſed 
her as a child ; but when ſhe roſe into a 
woman, I behaved to her with a proper 
reſerve. However, though I behaved 

85 8 with 


with infin! itely more depend to ler 1 
could not at firſt perſuade her to agree 
to my ceaſin g to treat her with the affec- 


tionate familiarity to which I had deen 


accuſtomed. 


When the was carne of Surtsst, I | 


left off calling her only by her chriſtian 


name, and gave her the reſpectful title 


of Miſs Aſhurſt; but I ſoon- perceived 
that I had made her uneafy by ſo doing: 
for, running up to me one day, ſhe ask- 
ed me, with an enchanting fimplicity, 
what ſhe had done to offend me, and 
whether ſhe was not ſtill ir dear Ger- 
trude? | 


It was with the utmoſt | difficulty U that 


. 1 reſtrained myſelf from telling her, 
that ſhe was and ever would be the dear- 
eſt creature upon earth to me; but = 


did 
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did reftrain myſelf, by reflecting upon 
her tender years, and the uncertainty 
with regard to my ever being able to 
ſupport her in the manner I wiſhed: 1 
was alſo doubly reſtrained from indulg- 
ing my inclination, by reflecting on the 
baſeneſs of which I ſhould be guilty, in 
attempting to gain the heart of ſuch a 
child without the conſent of her father, 
who, though apparently negligent of 
her, had always hinted as if her perſon 
might one day make her fortune. Un- 
der theſe reſtrictions, therefore, I told 
her, that ſhe had not at all diſpleaſed me, 
that, as ſhe grew more towards a woman, 
1t was incumbent on her to behave in 
ſuch a manner as to procure reſpect 
from men, and ſuffer none to treat her- 
without, as their diſreſpectfulneſs would 
I certainly 


[ 
| 
. 
| 
| 
| 
ö 
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certainly ariſe from the detection of 


ſome impropriety in her conduct; and 


that I had called her Miſs Aſhurſt, be- 
cauſe the dignity of her carriage had de- 
manded the change i in — ſhe 


com plained. 


She ſtood a moment confuſed ; and 


appeared to be ſtudying for an anſwer : 


then, looking up innocently in my face, 


ſhe faid, . You are right, you call me 


<« Miſs becauſe I am not your relation: 


* yet, Mr. Freeland, you have taught 
| me more than ever my father has; 
2; 1M therefore you may ſay things to me 

< which from others would be imper- 


« tinent z but as I owe you more than 
* any body elſe, I'wiſh you would give 
* me leave to ſbew all the Sratitude in 
8 yy power, by. defixing you to call me 
Theta; 5 what 
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what you like beſt, provided you are 
not angry with me. Were I to chufe 
« tho”,” continued ſhe, with a Took'of 
the tendereſt affection, .I would: rather 
Abe your Gertrude than any thing. oh 
I could ſcarcely withſtand -this proof 
of her affection; I preſſed her hands 
in mine, but my heart was fo full that I 
could not ſpeak ; and as ſoon as I reco- 
vered myſelf, I gave an immediate turn 
to the converſation. | AS + 
It may ſeem ftrange to ſome that a 
girl of her age, and adorned with ſo 
many perſonal charms, ſhould have re- 
| mained fo long ignorant'of their power, 
ſhould have been entirely free from va- 
nity and pride, and not defirous of ge- 
neral admiration. It muſt be conſidered 


that ſhe law ver. little company, ſeldom 
went 
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went out, and, from the time I perſuad- 
ed her not to fit with the ſervants, was 
” not in the way of receiving much in- 
formation of any Kind but from myſelf. - 
There was indeed one family, diſtantly 
related to Mr. Athurſt, who choſe her 
cloaths once a year; but as the miſtreſs 
of it was not young, and a woman who, 
with an exterior remarkably forbidding, 
was alſo of A gloomy, unentertaining diſ- 
| poſition, nothing particular could be 
5 learnt from her; and Gertrude was never 
leſs pleaſed than when obliged to make 
Mrs. Harvey a viſit. 
The time now ie when 2 
great change was. to be made in our 


— ſituation. 8 
Mr. Athurft, who-w was : always i in want 


of - og Bike as 5 his r exceeded his 
ir. come 
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income, had the good fortune to meet 
with the younger ſon of a noble family, 
who, being left to the care of a Tight 


honourable uncle, was, with a thouſand 
pounds down, placed with me in bis E 
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compting houſe. 

Mr. Saville was about eighteen, all; : 
and well made; and his face was not 
. lefs pleaſing than his figure but be was 
high bred, vain, amorous, giddy, and 


diſcovered little willingneſs to apply 


himſelf to his pen: he was not fo defi- 


eient in underſtanding as not to know 


the advantages of application, but was 


of fo volatile turn, that be nor only 


neglefted Mr. Afhurſt's orders himſelf, 


but alfo employed all his rhetoric” to 


prevail on me to do the fame, ſpetidin ing 
a great part of his time in rallying am 
laughing at me for leading ſuch a fopid 


Vol. 1. | 3 life, 


= 4 ions 
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ng, | 
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Saville, as ſoon as he came, dels 
he might tranſact that buſine 


uſed-frequently o preſs me to accom- 


pany him meerly for the ſake ee 


a Com Nn e ee my 


Econſtantly reſiſted all PIs 
dine bam ew ever comply either 


with his- morning or evening invita - ; 
tions. After a * of be, 


1 ute ſpend... 


2 0 older v F 
yen time agresabiy enough wich her: 


* butfuch a ha gie n 
* man 
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elf donn to a deſk from mon 


becauſe the late book · kes per had tranſ: 
acted the buſineſs abroad. Hojdo no 
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* man any pleaſure, Ina couple of years l 
* more, when ſhe comes to be eighteen 
or nineteen, ſhe may do; befides, 
were ſhe of a proper age for plea- 


« {ure you muſt be the devil of a lover, 
« indeed, to confine n entirely: to 
« one object. 8 7 5 jg Ze. 
Glad was I to find that he ne 
ſo much indifference for this amiable 
girl: heartly glad from a motive, per- 
haps, which I at that time wiſhed to 
eonceal even from myſelf: hats alſo on 
unt of the lightneſs of his 


Had he been in the [ekibantnncured | 


with her he would have ſet no bounds, 


I am morally certain, to his inclinations: 


as he was not enamoured he treated her 
quite like a z baby : he was not am ill na- 
as | der he wel, n. tele, 
romp with her ad belt FRF, till tlie 
e D2 fe 
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oF ww prepoliefiions ſhe ever had enter- 

= tained for, were almoſt converted into 

prejodices againſt . 
lit may eafiiy ki Ginpaſd tharl. was. 


unden Tu reflec upos Saville's perſonal 
i * denken which were numerous 
when I reflected upon kis eaſe, ſpirit and 


— 


_ 


* 9 


altos, and: when ee that 


* 9 


a8 


188011 es be Ute I had ever ſeen, 1 


ſotteti mes feared, 1 believe nine 


= -Uhop'9mimpreiion upon. A young 
0 Women, in general, according 
te the fircaſtical arr 'of” an owed 


. 2 
2. 2 2 2 > ER. s © d E 5 , bg * A 6; Ty ; 


ht by | form. and e 


Aud love themſelves i in man. 
190, Dos * Fa e | „ : 3 - 


5 5 
Wee 
8 8 HERR 1 SEG * 


PPP ne TT. 


RY 


linle of life, — was, + t = 8 


being e of of bercnathalg in the fame 0 
* rant was I of this 


* eee now ei: to >the 
infu uncettainty 1 was. in, leſt Saville, 
ichſtanding bis rough manner of 
ee with her, might be too alluring 
An her eyes; for it has been frequently 
. obſeryed,/ that from ſtrange and unac- 
countable cauſes, | we: are apt to flight 
+ thoſe who are fond of us, and to try to 
gain the affections of thoſe who look 
upon us with indifference. To. eaſe my 
mind, therefore, which laboured under 
. a moſt. cruel ſuſpence, though 1 would | 
; "Cain have perſuaded myſelf that 1 was 
only prompted by cuiof ty, 1 aſked her 
228 D 3 . 
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one day, with as much negligence as I 
could poſſibly aſſume, if ſhe did not 
think Mr. Saville a very handſome, and 
a very agreeable man, 
To confeſs the truth, I trembled 
While I waited for her anſwer, which 
ava to be a queſtion. 
a Why;doyoureally think him both?” 
aid ſhe, with a charming fimplicity. 
= Certainly”, replied I, and among 
the women I ſhould imagine” — 
looking earneſtly at her, © that he muſt 


have a great number of admirers.” 


elt may be ſo,” cried the; but 


how different am I, then, in that par- 


« ticular; for J think him neither hand- 
ſome nor agreeable.” 


11-4 Not” anſwered I, with a quick- 


neſs which made her ſtart," and why do 


* vou not: * 9 
2 " Beet 
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28 © Beezuſe' you Have often Wld me, 
aid fes rhat-nubetly cd be hand- 
4 ſome of agreeable WhO was hot mild, 
* obliging, and wilkng to be uſefully 
employed. And] ſee nothing of all 
this in Mr. Saville, who is rude; vio- 
« [ent, idle, and pleaſed with doing 
e every thing but what he ſhould do.” 5 
joy felt at hearing her ſpeak thus; but 
being willing to try her: ſtill· father; I 
anſwered; · What you have ſaid is very 
true; but, my dear Gertrude, you muſt 
learn to make ſome diſtinction; you 
„ may, certainly, allow Mr. Savillè to 
be handſome and agreeable, and yet 
* ſee that he is uncivil, paſſionate, and 
<< a lover of diſſipation. His diſagree: | 
able qualities, however, may only be 
D4 -* obſervab'e. 
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0 ol 5 ervable — he s 1 in A particular | 
« kumour ; at other times be may be [ 
en bred, good patured, and diligeps: | 
7 but ſuppoſing him to = ever. ſo v „ | 
« amiable f in his manners, 5 ole man- 
Ny ners will not deſtroy. his, perſonal Ws: > g 


t firſt gave 


— 


© Miſs Aſhurſt, is no where to be 
* found,. -h every body ought Ty 
his own as unexceptionable 
lible, and ſpare no pains to 


nd better every 


C You 
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„Tou will allow, then,” fad ſhe 
ſmiling, after a linde heſitation,* that 
* Mr. Saville. is not that ſort of man: 
for he is ſo far from endeayonring to 
improve hirnſelf, that he takes no 
0 pains at all to be good, but mm his 
time in notlling but folly2t 
1 am almoſt afhamel cba bo 
much 1 was pleafed with this obferva- 
tion of hers: never had the appeared to . 
me in ſo amiable a light; never bad he 
dliſcovered ſo much diſcernment.” * g 
could have folded her to my heart with 
rapture, for having throyn it into ſo 
bappy a ſtate: I kept my joy under, 
however, but I could not help making 
her a compliment upon her judicious re- 
marks, which gave her, IC in- 
fni ſatisfaction. 


1 
_ 
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Saville continued to trifle with ber . 


ſome months afterwards, and een, 


oppoſed her inclinations. 
One day, when ſhe was levies the 


room, he caught hold of her, and ſeemed 


to examine her perſon with an avidity 
which ſurprized me; ſhe was equally 


| ſurprized too, 1 believe, for ſhe hung 


down her head, bluſhed, and fruggled. 
to get from bim. 
Quite out of patience, at laſt, to lifes 


| Her treated with ſo much familiarity, I 


defired him to let her go: but as he 


only laughed at me, I took her from 


him.— With a — ſmile of 4 
tude to me ſhe left us. : 


When ſhe had omit yoom he 25 


tacked me very briſkly, and told me, 


g that my indifference about going abroad 


was no longer wonderful, as I had the 
company 
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-- Pompany; ef ſo fige.a, girl. at homer ho. 
heſaw i plainlys as as fond fm 
was of her. in f bel 0g 11 
24% J ſtroye to conceal my embarrafiment 
| — the truth flached in 
-Lireſolutely, however, denied 
my having entertained any ſort of de- 
2 8 was no hy poarite 
in ſaying ſo. I likewiſe as poſitively 
aſſured him that I had not aadesthe 
3 - moſt/\diftant-advances-of..any;. . to 
her. Nor can I flatter myſelf 
ded I, that I rr, 4 
nM diſhonourably tegar dleſs. of the n; 
e fidence Mr. Aſhurſt repoſed i in, me, 
to attempt to ſeduce her affections. 


46 What then can induce you ſo um- - 


and 4 


o be. altogether lo 


res with an = 
SS 'D 0 archr ef; 


*% 
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archneſs which ſufficiently informed me 
how little credit he gave to wy — 
tions. | Yo 8 
She is my maſter's child” anſwer- 
ed I, **ſhe is young, innocent, and not 
<.onlydeprivedof her mother, but with- 
* out any ſenfible, virtuous friend to 
( ber how to avoid thoſe ſnares fo often 
<« ſpread againſt her ſex,” n= fo en. 
<] am ſorry to ſay, Prea 
He ſhook: his head, * told me that 
be believed as much as he could of this 
fine” ſtory; adding, that it ſhould not 
kinder him from romping with her 
whenever ſhe came in his Way: 
"_ "Not hving profeſſed any particular 
” dent to Gertrude; I did not chuſe, 
Ko lang: reaſons, to enter into a quarrel 
with him, by oppoſing his declaration, 
A a” 8 


: | * = 
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but reſolved to put her upon ber guard 
againſt a wild young fellow, who was, 
I thought, too diſſolute to be truſted, 
ieve that he, at the 


though I did not belie 
time, really meant any harm. 

Before I began to ſpeak to her upon 
this ſubject, ſhe flew to me, and, in the 
moſt grateful terms, thanked me for 
delivering her from Saville. I was 
*« ſorry. though, afterwards,” added ſhe, 
** that you interpoſed, for fear he ſhould 
pick a quarrel with you and hurt you; 
for I take him to be a great deal 
** ſtronger than you, and ſo malicious, 
that he would, I dare ſay, do you 
© all the mitte he could, for n 

« yourſelf againſt him,” 

„What makes you think F dr (aid 
I. < Have you ever heard him 11 5 chat 
4 ** diſliked me?” 9 tal £ 
ke * No, ” 


. — > . - 
8 4 Nr. uu · 9 
* R 


«ſerve your confidence, Miſs Athurſt?” 


diſcontent and dejection, that they 
awakened all the tender ien af 


22 E” ſaid the, with a voice inexpreſ- 
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No, replied” ſhe, How can he 
« diſlike you? but he may be angry, 
perhaps, becauſe you took my more, 
4 for he loves to tease me.“ „ il 
9 What can you have done, id J. 
« to occafion ſuch a deſire in him?“ 
Nothing, indeed, Mr. Freeland,” 
anſwered ſhe, but but 
« But what * ſaid I, eagerly, fear- 
* that they were better acquainted 
than I had imagined them to be. W hy 
do you ſtop ? why do not you tell 
« me-every thing? Do I no longer de- 


I ſpoke thoſe words with ſo. much 


ber generous excellent heart.. 
« Why do you talk ſo Mr. os 


1 ſibly 
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ſibly ſoftened, while ſhe took my hand 
in hers; do you doubt my gratitude 
* or my eſteem? there is not a perſon 
in the whole world to whom I am fo 
much indebted, or whom [I fo ſin- 
« cerely revere.” 
| Theſe few words, pronounced with the 
greateſt emotion, while ſhe ſtill held my 
hand faſt, as if to convince me of the 
truth of her aſſeverations, affected me 
extremely; I prefſed both her hands 
_ tenderly in return, and ſaid, Tell 
me, then, with the utmoſt unreſerve, 
* what has paſſed between you and 
« Saville.” EF 
* What can I tell you,“ replied the, 
but what I have already told you, 
4 that he is inſolent and ready to take 
ww een of my being 1 in his way ?” 
«To 
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60 To do what ?” cried I, withan un- 
* impatience. 
„Do not be ſo warm,” ſaid ſhe, 


with a ſweet compoſure in her lovely 


countenance; & you muſt not reſent 
« his behaviour, becauſe l have © alread oy 
« ſthewn my averſion to 


To what?” inerupd I 514 # 


Jo ſo much freedom.“ 


What freedom ? 1 50 156 alt 


Gertrude, or I ſhall PEE it much 
« worſe than I hope it is.“ bay 


«© Well, then, DISA = me not to be 
* angry with Mr. Saville, for i it is all 


<4 * over now 1 hope.” 
What is over! ** cried I, half di 


tracted at anſwers which increaſed my 


fuſpicions : : Indeed, indeed, Mifs 
« Aſhurft, by your declaring ſo many 


ap een left I thould be offend- 
| 66 ed 
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ed at this young. fellow's. behaviour, 
A you give me no ſmall reaſon to be- 
lieve chat you « do. not, diſlike i it.” 
Oh] dy not wrong, me fo. 8 
45 8 to entertain ſuch a thought,” ſaid 
wen earneſtly; * 2 N fears are all on | 


" your account ; | and, 1 know, if you 
« quarrel with him, 2 that he will! make 
& his party good with my father; for | 
he is artſul and revengeful; and ever 
1 ſince be kiſſed me I have taken ſuch | 
< care to keep out of his way, and 
treated hin with fo much, contempt, 


85 when we. happened to meet, that 1 

„ bope be will neither. haye 20, oppor- 
<< tunity,nor inclination to do ſo again. 

Kiſs you 1097 exclaimed I, quite 
enraged at his daring to take ſuch a li- 
berty, and fearing that he might pro- 
ceed to more impertinences, if he had 
| NOt 
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not already committed them, < do you, 
then, let men kiſs you, Gertrude ? is 
« that permiſſion agreeable to the pru- 
dential leſſons which you have ſo of- 
«ren received from me, and with 
© which you ſeemed to be ſo well 
« pleaſed ? . org 1 
«Indeed, Mr. Freeland,” faid the, 
with her face and neck like ſcarfet, « I 
* could no way help it; I was ftand- 
«ing in the parlour by myſelf, looking 
* over fome books you had recom- 
*© mended to me, and he came behind 
* me, ſeized me round the neck, and 
*« kifſe>d me with ſuch violence that I 
had not breath to call out; and before 
could recover myſelf, my father 
appeared. However, I looked very 
© much vexed with Mr. Saville; and 
„when my father went out of the room 
& followed 
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«followed him, though he bade me, in 
an unkind manner, ſtay where I was. 
I told him I wanted to ſpeak to him; 
« and, running after him into his cloſer, 
* begged him not to leave me alone 
with Mr. Savilie who was very rude. 
« My father faid, What? is the girl a 
« fool to be afraid of a young fellow of 


—— - < his perſon and fortune? Go, S0, ad- 


« ded he, puſhing me out of the cloſer. 
then ran up ſtairs and could not 
help crying to find my father ſo much 
prejudiced in favour of a young man 
ho ſo little, I 1 deſerved his 
e « regard. Bao + 
While ſhe was telling br innocent 
tale, with a ſimplicity to which I cannot 
do juſtice by a deſcription of it, 1 grew 
more calm, and at the concluſion of it, 
was entirely ſatisfiedconcerning her part 
in 
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in the taut... She again af ee 
ot ſhe had, related was, all. that had 


E N 
$# 


ever. er paſſed, between a them, v hen by 
by thenaſelves 3 adding, chat the! would | 
| take all poſfible care to avoid bim for 
the future, provided 1 would not run a 
riſque of i injuring mylelf, by making 
bim an enemy. 5 i 48 5 

Dear girl! 1 han adored. * e for her 


Lk MAY gear untar of ene 


ith regard to Saville, 
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vice; could 1 deſcribe” the thankfulneſs 
the expreſſed for it nobody would 
Wonder at my faxing that 1 was t un- 
able to keep within proper bounds, "the 
chrilling joy which n OTE fibre 
of my heart : [ was, | eve 

enough of myfelf to confine wy Ur 

own boſom.” nnn. 
About this tine, Mrs. Harvey's t 
daughters, which her r huſband had 'by 
a former wife, came to live with her; 
they had, when young, beer put to a 
boarding pg-ſchool in n from 
which their grandmother remove. 1 them; 
but, upon her death, they were obliged 
to return to their father's.” They had 
good fortunes and were ſome years older 
than Miſs Aſhurſt, who went to ſeg 
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them on their coming to town; and as 


they ſoon afterwards repaid the viſit, I 
had an opportunity of making ſome 


obſervations upon them. 

Theodoſia, the eldeſt, was about two 
and twenty ; tall, genteel, with a deli- 
cacy in her countenance, and a propri- 
ety in her manners, pleafing enough; 

aden was cinforitiable t5 ber 
appearance: ſhe was languid and ten- 
ferring books and the ſociety of 
| a few ſelect friends to an undiſtinguiſned 
erowd. Bel 
EKitty, who ap 
than nineteen, was extremely pretty, 
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their viſits, M8 in 


X. £4 * 14 5 3 


They 28 „5 


danced, and e en. my innocent 
N Nee. at 8 and. with 


mW 


to my 7 accompaniment;. __ iy ils per- 
formed with A ſweetneſs of voice that 
was charming i an 1 pite of her timidity. 


Miſs Harvey touched a mandoline 
with taſte, and ſung an en air in a 


voice pleaſin gly plaintive. 
_ Eitty only ventured on a ballad, 10 
which however ſhe did juſtice. fie i 
Saville was quite in his 8 zh 
laughed and talked nonſenſe with an 
amazing fluency, particularly to Kitty 
who had rather, I thought, too much 
levity in ber | carriage, which aroſe, 
1, believe, from a A 55 
flow 


= 
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flow of ſpirits, from the admiration ſhe 
Had been accuſtomed to, and from the 
company ſhe had kept; and they had 
kept the beſt company in that part of 
the country from whence they came, 
| nor ſeemed to be unacquainted with all 

1 | the faſhionable follies of life. 
_ Being extremely afraid that Gor 
1. trude's charming ſimplicity ſhould be 
3 loſt; by converſing with theſe new 
WW | =. Companions, ſo very different from any 
| a || _ females with whom ſhe had yet affocia- 4 
. ted, 1 embraced the firft opportunity to 4 
| 2% expatiate upon their manners, though 
|  withour ſeverity; and concluded my 
| |  obfervations on them, by adviſing her ; 
| | not to change her on; telling her that 
1 ber modeſty and diffidence, aſſection 
* ux father, inclination for do- 
meſlic life; and taſte for reading and 
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muſick, would not only Ieep her amia- 
ble, but render her more truly happy 
than the flutter and diſſipation of a'faſhi- 
oOnable ſtyle of life. 75D Spot e 

To that ſtyle of life- the Miſs Har- 
veys were, I plainly ſaw, ſtrongly at- 
tached; they were really oſ a good a- 
mily, eſpecially on their mother's ſide, 
and their grandmother had introduced 
them early to ſome. people of high rank, 
Who were their neighbours in the ſum- 
mer, | from 4 whom they : acquired all 
their ideas of gentility. - N 

I alfo cautioned Gertrude not to put 
herſelf too readily into their power, by 
truſting them with every ſecret of her 
heart, as girls of her age are very apt 
to form violent friendſhips, which 
are ſeldom. attended with. any deſirable 
conſequences; more frequently, indeed, 
ot. I. 6 
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they produce diſagreeable ones for 


mr young girls are ſo prodigiouſly' 


fond of each other às to make no con- 


cealments of any kind, prudent mo- 


"00s anddiſcreet aunts, though ever ſo 


„and the only people fir to 


be end with the ſentiments of their 
daughters and neices, often become 


obnoxious to them. Gi rls' of this 
ſtamp generally place the greateſt con- 
fidence in companions who will not con- 
demn them ſor their improprieties, be- 


cauſe they have ſecrets, of the ſame nature 


with thoſe which they receive, to com- 


municate, but will rather encourage them, 


* kad 


4 


in order to make them as cenſurable as 
tbemſelves. Among girls of this ſtamp, 
however, there can be no permanent 
: © friendſhips; and conſidering, indeed, 


how 1 envy and e in 
the 
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the female world, a female friend- 
ſhip of a long duration may be chro- 
nic led for its uncommonneſs. 
Miſs Alhurſt Paid as much attention 
to this part of my advice as to. any 
other which, ] had ever ventured to give 
her, and appeared capable. of making | 
proper, though not ill natured, obſerva- 
tions on her two new viſiters, who ſoon 
became. very. intimate at our houſee. 
Gertrude gave them but little encou- 
ragement to believe that their company 
. agreeable to her, yet the could 
not, with any. propriety, be too re- 
= {ſerved 1 in her carriage to chem, as che | 
= had no other relations to countenance | 
ber in the world; it was, certainly, not 
creditable. for her to. be ſhut up in 
houſe with only two young Elen 
ber father bein ſeldom at home when 
a — 


20 . * 114 
heed the Hit) Belt Eh pagbrnicdie ZFroäd; 
and as EE 758 80 had been} in in 
the a 1 Pole edu- 
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Cat ed, Cy 129 8 10 
and fortune, fl e 55 "have afted u un- 
reaſona bly | = abſurd! ly By Thunn Ur Thanh, g 


tid 


any Sa ns with them!” She Was 
not, however, charmed with either of 
1 r „ Tbs 84d ta ja, of the two, Was her 
eite as there was ſomething: ofa 
I milarity in their diſp6firions : they 
had boch the fate taſte for reading and 
"=, | kick : Fbecdefia, therefore, ſpert 
A with Gertrude, while Kitty 
Vas running half the town over, Si 
7 "comps as lively as herfelf. 
As Miſs Harvey was ſo much with | 
Mi Afhürſt, 1 had frequent opportu- 1 
f being of their parties; I treated 
* many with the civilities due to her 
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fex, and ic the x e 1 1 be. 
Aſhurſt; but I fo und that 
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ſhe began, to grow w, rather particular to 


£2 815 Ae . 


me. The fingularity of her behaviour 


278 9. 


gave me no pleaſure, | 1 therefore en- 
deavoured to diſeguragy it : 1 could not 1 


88 


man eee poibbly. like me, 


nor of encouraging A. vair coquette to 
trifle wich me. 4 mes no in- | 1 
tention to enter inta any ſerious enga ge 
ment with herz my heęart was entirely de 
voted to e I bak * long be- | 
fore I was conſcious of my paſſion for her; 
and her growing beauties, together with 
ber improving virtues, rendered ber 
every hour more and more dear to me. 
Vet my fituation, and her father's de- 
ſigns for her, made me determine to 
* my ſentiments locked fin my 
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own breaſt, and to diſcloſe them, on i 
no account, to any human being, un- 
leſs things ſhould turn out in a manner 


more favourable than 1 had then reaſon 
to o expect. 

Scon after as introduction f the 
Miſs Harveys into our family, Mr, 
Aſhurſt had occaſion to difpatch a per- 
fon, on whom he could depend, into the 
country, and he chofe to employ me. 
He ordered me to hire a horſe, telling 
me that he would defray all my ex- 
pences; and 1 ſet out on my 3 
"which was to be finiſhed at night. 
was in the middle of March; the on | 
therefore, were not long enough to 
permit me to reach the place at which 
my preſence was required till after dark. 
About an hour after that time I paſſed 
a borfe without a rider; ; going a little 

; farther 
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farther I ſaw a man on the ground, who, 
by his attitude, appeared to ha ve met 
with ſome accident. * F therefore, dit- 
mounted immediately, in order to offer 
my aſſiſtance, which he moſt thankfully 
received, ſaying that he had juſt been 
robbed by a man in a blue coat, and 
that though he was glad to be noticed 
by me with ſo much humanity, he 
wiſhed I. might not ſuffer for it. As. 
thehighwayman,” continued he , * rude- | 
% in Asked. me off may ee 5 
7 «afraid 1. am oer = — 
„ 245 K 44 | = 
+I raiſed up up, Fn hs no nal 
difficulty, from. the ground :,I found, 
however, that he was not able to fit on 
his ſadelle without being ſupported, He 
was 1n years, but quite the gentleman in 
ESC „ 
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his behaviour; and, though fechle and 
ien eee 
for the trouble he had e HM cap 
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Alter Tome ineffectual” efforts, I ar 
him upon his horſe, and 
mounting myſelf behind him, that he 
| might lean againſt me, led my own by 
the bridle, and in that manner proceed. 
ed flowly to his houſe : it was duſk be- 
fore we. got thitber; - there was light 
ver, for me to ſee that it 
was large, and. by the number of ſervants 
ho ran to aſſiſt their maſter, l imagined 
him to be a man of fortune. I was not 
miſtaken; © 1 took him off his horſe 
myſelf, and led him inte a parlour, in 
which were two very agreeable women, 
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ſervant ſhall attend you 
back again for fear of acei- 
dents as it is dar 
fuſe me the pleaſu 
lodged at my huouſe. 
"Wa I was, 
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I Was, 1 muſt confeſs, greatly pleaſed 
with the old gentleman's gratitude and 
hoſ pitality, and promiſed" to com ply 
with his invitation, obſectin g only to 
the attendance of a ſervant with me; 
tion I was forced to acquieſce. At my 
return to Mr. Edwards's I found the two 
ladies ready to receive me; one of them 
was his ſiſter, the other his . * 
ſenſible, amiable women. 
On my enquiring after Mr. Edwarde 
Fin told me that he was put to bed ſoon 
after I left them; that the ſurgeon whora 
they had ſent for, though he declared 
him not to be in a dangerous way, had 
adviſed him to keep himſelf quiet; and 
that he had deſired them to do their beſt 
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1 3 . . me | 
ne would comply with her bro- 


= ther” S. injunctions. to the utmoſt of her 
power; and Miſs Benyon, though 
ſhe ſaid not ſo much with her lips, ſuf- 


ficientlyapproved of her mother's ſpeech' 


with ber eyes, which. were, however, 


modeſtly caſt down, When mine _ 


pened to ſurprize her looking at me. 


I retired . to the nn 
lotted for me. a 4: 
As D * Mr. Edwards i as 


for me into his room, and poured forth 
F great many ſtrong; expreſſions of gra- 


titude for the trifling ſervice I had done 


him. In vain did I intreat him to make 
no more mention of it: he perſiſted in 
urging me to ſtay with him, while I 


declared that as ſoon as my buſineſs 


with Mr. Brown was finiſhed, my duty 


„ required 
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e avowed attachment to a lady, 


© as not quite an idle fellow, I was 
etence for my quitting it for a 
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adding at my A ſo e to 
the natural baſhfulneſs of a modeſt 
young man, on being ſo cloſely queſ- 
—_— by 1 A ets 
- Whon- the breakfaſt table was re- 
chk at which Mrs. and 
4 preſided, I returned to Mr. a 
but not all my rhetoric could prevail on 
him even to promiſe the payment of 
| fifteen hundred pounds which Mr. 
Aſhurſt had lent him, and for which he 
would, I affured him, be ſued, if he did 
not actually pay that ſum in leſs than 
three months. He told me he was total- 
ly incapable of making that payment; 
and added, that he would give me a let 
ter for Mr. Aſhurſt, which would per- 
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fettly convince him he had adv 
nothing but the trut 200} 50; 

r his letter after- 
dinner, I ſet out from Mr. Edwards's. 
wards, into whoſe: apartment I went 

with the ladies, when the cloth below 
ſtairs was removed, having kept me till 

it was almoſt duſk, I ſtumbled, on the 

road to Mr, Brown's, over part of a 

tree, which lay acroſs the path, which 

1 had not obſeryed, and broke my left 

arm. 
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Mr. Edwards's ſervant, who was behind 
me, aſſiſted me in getting back to his 
maſter's. 


That hoſpitable man ſent for a ſur- 
geon immediately, who ſoon afterwards 
came to ſet it. When the operation 


Was over 1 Was Put to bed, and obliged 
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to remain confined to TY "uriable to ftir 


or write for ſome time. 
My confinement made me nk on 
many accounts: and I grew, at laſt, ſo 
weary of it, that I deſired Mr. Brown's 
letter might be fetched, taking the li- 
berty alſo to intreat Mr. Edwards to in- 
cloſe it in one to Mr. Aſhurſt from 
himſelf, informing him of my accident, 
and of the good hands into which I had 
fallen. Tor 8 
Mr. Edwards's chearful compliance 
with my requeſt gave me great pleaſure; 
but I earneſtly wiſhed, at that time, to 
be in London. I had always been hap- 
py in applying myſelf to buſineſs; 
which buſineſs would, I feared, be too 
much neglected in my abſence. I will 
not deny that I was alſo uneaſy about 
Gertrude; I wiſhed eagerly to ſee 
| | Ler 3 
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loved ber tenderly; but 1 loved with 
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dean an arm, & x which, however, 
family. ftrove, by the moſt : ingenious. 
methods imaginable," to to A1 
mind, and to prevent me from attend- 
ing too much to any diſagreeable er. 
cumſtances ariſing Rode” the mariah 
my ſituation. * * t 

Mr. Edwards, being a ſenſible enter- 
| taining companion, f endeavoured to di- | 


vert me by relating a number of laugh- 
abl incidents which he had met with 
in the courſe of his life ; Mrs. Benyon 
exerted 
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| exerted herſelf with the ſame view, by 
reading and making obſervations ; and 
Miſs Benyon ſometimes relieved her 
mother, by taking the book out of 
her hands, and ſometimes ſung very 
agreeably, at the deſire of her uncle, 
in order to vary my amuſements. Miſs 
Benyon, to do her juſtice, was a ſenſible, : 
modeſt, amiable girl: her perſon was 
pleaſing, and her carriage unaffacted. 
Withſuch a woman no man, entirely diſ- 
engaged, could be wretched; but my im- 
patience to, return home to my buſineſs, | 
and to Gertrude, prevented me from 
taking pleaſure in a thouſand of her little 
attentions, which, though they loſt their 
aim, as my heart was not in my own poſ- | 


ſeſſion, were too ftriking | not to be Nan 
aaa obſerved. | 


When 
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When I was well enough to return 
home, I felt ſenſations more painful than 
any which I had before experienced. 4. 
do not know how to deſcribe them: I 
felt myſelf oppreſſed by the favours T 
had received, becauſe I could not, pol 
fibly, hope to repay them. 
T left Woodberry loaded withcivilities, 
for which I could only make empty ac. 
| knowledgments: yet, as if the hoſpitable 
inhabitants there thought they nevercould” 
do enough for me, they overpower- 
edme with their expreſſions of regret at 
my departure; andthough Iwas unf peak- 
ably impatient to be in London, I 
caught, inſenſibly, their pleaſing con- 
cern, and averted my face from them 


when I quitted them, leſt my emotions 


AY 
2 | G 1 * 4 5 F why 
= .thould be too viſible. 


When 
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When J eould ſee them no longer, [ 
ordered my driver to make all poſlible 
expedition. wa 
© The firſt perſon I faw, on my arrival, 
S who came ao breath- 
' My heart bebe at the ſight of, 
her ; yet the was pale; and though a 
ba © "PORE Beans? irs bes 


which ned me. 
1 trembled while I aſked. her if ſhe 


ill, or if any thing bad lap · 

'pened to make her uneaſy. 
She replied, with great complacency, 
ut with the ſame dejection; I have 
© only been frightened for you, as 1 
& have heard that you was confined to 
«your bed, and thought the time tedious 
OY " «*fince. 


wu 
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« ſince vou Were away. But ate yo 
e eee 
wy ſtill pain you: 290 

Theſe queſtions, * with an affec- 
tionate inquietude, gave 1 we ine: UH 
ble pleaſure ; and. 1 abe 
aſking her os & the looked ſo pale WAY) 


dejected. e ot oo, 


TY 


» 


FE ks have. a great deal to tell you,” 
16Gb the; « < but this is not a 
The coming in of Mr. Athurſt 7 
Hop, Indeed, to our converſation: 1 
was very eager to renew it, but 1 
not find a ſingle moment to 1 pe: K to: Jer 
alone til theevening, Sbe came down 
into the parlour when ee and 
Saville were gone out. 
* How often have 1 vie for nl 
Laid the _ © how mu 
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« «aſk your: adviee! ys 
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What has happened?“ replied I, 
interrupting her haſtily; wa know ]. 


< every particular.” | 
1:trembled while I demanded chi. in- 


formation, becauſe I dreaded to hear it. 


She then told me, that, being willing 


f to avoid private interviews with Saville, 


as much as poſſible, ſhe had accepted 5 
of the Miſs Harveys repeated invitati- 
ons to be much with them; which, but 


for the above reaſon, ſhe would rather 


have declined, becauſe their manner of 
living was neither agreeable to her nor 


proper for her: Still, however, con- 
tinued ſnhe, I thought it better to ac- 


_ -* cept of their invitations than to be 
.-<, perpetually liable to the impertinence 
of Saville: and I was alſo the more 
4 readily induced to do ſo, as Theodo- 


e had promiſed to come and fitoften 
« with 
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with me alone; and ſhe kept her word: 
_ «© but yet a young gentleman, à ſon of 
Sir William Blyth's, ſaw me at their 
* houſe three or four times, and talked 
eto me in a way which has given me no 
< ſmall diſquiet: and 1 am afraid 1 


« ſhall have ſtill more vexation on his 
<* account, as my father ſeems determi- 
ned to encourage him, and has ſpoken 


to me in a very preremptory manner 


about him.“ 257 
And why ſhould. you be difturd- 
<« ed?” ſaid I, with a tremor from head 
to foot which I ſtrove to hide from her. 
<* Becauſe,” replied ſhe, e 
& cannot like him,” _ 8 
And why not?“ n ao. 
breath again; is he not agreeable ?" 
< He is reckoned very agreeable,” 


ald the, with her face crimſoned with 


bluſhes; ; 


po * > ——— 
e e eee eee 5 


naivetẽ of this reply 
El. reſtored me to myſelf, and made ms 
-bluſh almoſt as much as the dear girl , 

to think how. very near I was letting a 

ä ſelfich get the better of what I 
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owed her z I, therefore, determined to 


ſuſpend my opinion till I had ſeen 
whether this man was worthy of her, 
and capable of making berhappy'sde- 


| | ö -termining alſo to uade- her 
þ | form to her father g: | 
4 | heved him worthy of her, as ſhe 
| by fo doing, ſhew both her duty 'and 
her 1 
| Ia conſequence of theſe reſolutions 


4 


only teplied, Love, my dear 
"4 trude, is not always diſcoverable at 
firſt; if ch eman me- 
its 
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#:rits your heart; his goo 
« his attentions will gain it in time. * 
Indeed, indeed;” interruptecl ſha,” 
„but he never will; it is not in my 
t power to love him: and L have Alrea- 


* dy thought of x method to get rid of 


© him added the, heſitating, if you 
do but approve of it;“ as K the 
doubted whether I would or not. 
An affectionate look of approbation, 
which J could not help directiagt to > her, 


animated her to proceed, 


She then ſaid that the would, as ſoon 
as the found a convenient opportunity, 
tell him, that if he perfiſted to follow 
her he would render both her and him- 


elk miſerable, as he could not poſſibly 


expect any happineſs with a girt who 
would rather die than marry him; and 
that if he really did love ker he would 

23 = " give. 
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hear it from her. EI ernie words: 


Serena roof. 
thinking no more. about her, 3s ene 
4 knew that Mr. Aſhurſt woul 


And. do you believe,“ anſweredt I,. 
x that a, man who really Javes you will. 1 
be ſo da pirailed-00: to give you... 
4 "WP! os Th ase < Soitnizmonedonls +, 
— tell,” laid the, with great. 
fimplicity;.,* — but this 1 Know, his 
making me miſerable wal Weep aol. 
. of his-figcerits.? . nin wn: 
4s entirely, Subſcribed, to > ber an. 
ments, but added, To. find a a 
45 e e 3 will be to. find, a very 


— perſon indeed · 
Was ſao penetrated with te 
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with her artleſs behavi-. h 


44 4 &-8 


and racking, dic. 


expreſ- 


5, ſo alarmed? * 
= 4 girl as G Gertrude: bez,” 
without Gn) ? Is it not more to be 


NIE. ER EE LAND "gt? 
vilion;” Vet why. aid T te tyfelf, 
nette emos 


wondered at that nonè of them has made 


5 a deeper impreſſion on her young ful- 
ceptible heart? Can I imagine that me | 


willalways reniainfingle, and always pay 
e the deference ſne does ar this time: 2 
W hat right kave I to exact, what reaſon 


to expect ſuch a behaviour to me (none » 
in the world) for ths little civilities 1 


have paid her as che child of my mater? 
I tave no hopes of ever living in 4 


manner to deſerve any greater returns 


tkan What 1 have already met with: 

nor can 1. indeed, look even for a con- 
| tauanee of them, as ſhe will —— * 
be ſoon married and tom emen 
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The laßt refleQions chilled my very 


foul: yet the diſlike which the had diſ- 
covered to this new lover, and; the. con- 
fidence ſhe ſtill repoſed in me, afforded 
me a melancholy fatisfaQion which I 
Cannot deſcribe. 1 only waited, for 
an opportunity to find. out the character 
ef this Mr. Blyth, and 1 waited. not 
long for the developement of i it. 5 Ys 
Sarille, who was 'rejoiced 1 to he; me- 
come home, that I might take the buſi- 
neſs which fatigued him immenſely (to 
uſe his own words) off his hands, Toon 
acquainted. me with all that 1 wanted | 
1 and more than 1 wiſhed, t 


heat;z-for. he told; me that Mr. Blyth 
aon devrablle huſband for Miſs | 
hui in ever) reſpect, being young, 
handſams, good.natured, genercus, and 


ot family, who were too 79 
37! SES 2 wVY « 
Ple 


abodt 4005 who- had robbed him of his. 
heart; though he might undoubtedly 


erpect 2 woman as much Above mer 


rank and fortune as G 
neath him: < Butthe Ye ude, 
continued he, either does not like 
« him, 00 will not confeſs that ſhe does: 
* to tell you the truth, Freeland, F be- 
« * lieve that you have the entire — 
8 art. £8535 nan ger "0b 
I Could not, in ſpite of all my enden 
vours to keep down my feelings, hinder 
the blood from ruſhing into my face; but 
I ſtrove to turn the con verfation dy ſaz 
ing, cooly, that he might be miſtaken. 
I am not miſtaken though's” oried 
be, * ſte clearer, Charles, chan yo 
« think for, Wich all your forced'y gras 
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ergo againſt, vanity, and Mes one 


= em really imagine, by Joeking at 
end le ning N Oh hf fe. 
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And can you then ſuppoſe me 
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to 1 — HI to dil th n 


life: ſne plainly: ſtrove to avoid enter- 
ing into any onverſarion with him- 


War Was WE INN y- lively; pro- 


poked a patty for dancing: Mr. Blyth; 
being more inclined to chat with Ger- 


>, Objected to her propoſal, as our 
number was inſufficient; but Saville 


H M 7% OY called 


* 1 
9 ” 


- 


2 


FREELAND. 10) 


called to us ta f 
obliged me to offer e 
Harvey, and to, leave Mis 4 
her lover: _ a J thought I 
taken, When Mr. Blythiled ber ae 
us, her eyes looked walt: he tenderly 
aſked, her if ſhe. was not well; ſhe made 
no reply but broke from big denn, 
and burſt 5 into tears- FSG ly i. 1101 
2 eee Icould hold out nolonger, 
yet Iſo far guarded my expreſſions, that 
none eſcaped me unbecomingmyRt: 
nor that could d cover: the real ſituati- 
on ot my heart: but who is ſo glear- 
ſighted; as a lover ? and, I bow could. 
help feeling for that dea. 
who was almoſt ſufſocated, with her 
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ee]s to be my partner, that I was ready 
Ao fink to the floor: and if I had not 
ts been relieved byna fit of crying, I 
we, ——— fainted 
C away.” F 
Th nee together 
with the confuſion with which it was ac- 
— which, 
of her 2323 would have adele 
with tranſport. An ae 
A deep ſigh not e FIRE was 


allthe anfwer 1 made; but ĩt drew her 


out of the reverie into which ſhe had 
fallen. Looking at me a few ſeconds, | 
as if ſhe wiſhed-ro know the ſource of 
my apparent unealine(s, ihe again caſt 
down her lovely eyes and aid, - Are. 
bs] you to in love, Mr. en with 
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A roſy! bluſh covered her face and 
neck, ſhe trembled and ſeemed hardly | 
able to. ſupport berſelf᷑: I haſtened to 
relieve her.. My dear Miſs Aſhurſ,” 2 
ſaid I, eagerly, I am not happily 
enough ſituated to venture to indulge 
5 tender ſentiments for; any woman; 
but I ſincerely aſſure you that were I 
e bleſt with a fortune equal to m 
«-withes,- neither of thoſe ladies would 
ever make me long feel * NN 
+ ſenſations.” 
| ſtopped RTE 1 was mak to- * 
ſaid ſo much; I was afraid to ſay more. 
Sbe ſeemed to be revived by my re- 
ply: I ſnatched that opportunity to en · 
deavour to perſuade her to what Ifrmly 
believed to be for her intereſt, though 
certainly deſtructive of my happineſs. 
But can a man be faid to Iove ſincerely, 


* ? 8 
Www FA 4% : . 

As £. v4 
* 2 | 


* 


— — 
- 2 - — K 
—ͤ—ê¶ v «é „é — . 4 
r "ov. er ene 
i raAL eee 
4 1 wth 
1 


br AR 


A - N. 
R 
r "A 


— A 4 


tb AE agents 0 
* ; . 
— —— — 17rxÄʃͥiñʒ 


ay” 


, Caen > 8 n 
err 
I FT 


tn Oe” Gs ” 
RF. 


14 
= 
1:9 
Fr OH 
E- 3 75 
1 1 
f 7 
TH 
\ l 
17 


* 
* DIY 
m 
—— — — 
a 9 


- _ _ — 
4.40064 $5 Ayer eee 


«tag War 


— 


ou ——_ 
— 2 


Pe * a 
4 2 
— — 6. d 
* 8 yo F 
"gee" 
— 


* c 
— 


n 
— 
— 1 


1 3 — CTA OY 


2 


430 5. 0% 2. 


the beloved. 


„ 


— infupportable. 17 


9 ns wa ow 
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folutely what I felt for her; but Ithoughe 
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remain unmarried aloe aten 
| erwards left me to " 
from which ſhe· came 
a new flow 


numberleſs little things, which would, 
the knew, pleaſe me, with an 'alacrity 
that 0=> 4070 the : pleaſure. ume ; 


1 ſenſible 20 ker — perfor 
and temper ; never had I fo ardently 
wiſhed to pour forth my tender grati- 
tude for her deciſion e e 
ty out of confideration/ for 


ſuſions m 


1 ker, and even reſolved do make a wenn 


eſſort in Mr. Blyth's behalf: 720 77 


. Juſt as we had breakfaied Mr. _— 
ene ee fee how ſhe did: when the firſt 


1 | | | | compli- 


2, | ? | | 


eompliments were exchanged been 
. us, I left themmſtogether f i. n 
The room they were in a 
4 1 from the compting houſe by a 
thin deal partition, near which ſtood 
ſome books which I. had occaſion to ex- 
amine, L overheard a great deal of their 
converſation: I t that [ had no 
n men, ma 
Alfter ſeveral W enquiries 9 5 
oak and the cauſe of her indif- 
poſition, the preceding evening, to 
which ſhe | returned.flight anſwers 1 
t was extremely concerned; Miſs A- 
ſhurſt,“ continued he, to ſee y 
ſo much diſturbed: but my concern 
vas conſiderably increaſed by the 
* diſcovery which I made from the 
< diſquietude of your behaviour Mr. 


Freeland, I find, is far from bei 
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« affeQion 1 for, Mr. Freeland, as Tam 
more indebted to him than, many 
« fiſters are to their kindeſt brothers, 
ner pains be has 


1 ken, not only to teach me writing, 


* french, and mufick, but alſo to im- 
<* prove 
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< prove my mind, and to wean r 8 
4e 4 thouſand follies which, throug 
t giddineſs of you outh,. or dpa of 
40 the carriage Proper for a young girl 
(as I had the misfortune to loſe my 
04 mother before her admonitions could 
< be of any ſervice to mo) 1 might 
- have retained to tl is day. He is, 
« therefore, entitled to my fincereſt 


46 * gratitude, were he deſerving : ; of 1 no- 
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«thing more : but were you, fr, 428 
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4. well acquainted with his 43 


4 character as I am, you would, 1 dare 


«£ fay, be ready to do him the juſtice h he 
4 merits; for, notwithſtanding ig all the 


* obligations * am under to kim {ob- 


4 Witnbüt kit friendly advice Ind! & 
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1 TA HISTORY os” 
„in making me an offer v lich, though 2 
<< E:cannot/accept'of it, I muſt allow 
* to be vaſtly ſuperior to my proſpects ; 
** in life) he has not once attempted 
“to take advantage of his friendly ſer- 
* vices, nor to avail himſelf of the: 
* amiable. qualities he is poſſeſſed of, 
< to ſeduce a heart but too: ſenſible of 
a his infinite worth.“ 
I ſee, madam; n indeed, 0 
66 fore. (interrupted Mr. Blyth): what, 
©* an: impreſſion this amiable man, for 
6 * ſos even a rival muſt own him to 
be, has made on your heart; a heart 
« rendered more valuable by prefer- 
ing a man merely for his virtues, 
though he evidently wants no other 
% charms, I cannot, aſter this frank, 
66 this wahle declaration, ſo favourable. 
% to Mr. F ate * T any reſolu- 
ee ho tion 
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— tion favourable, o me. Vou havey 44 


<< tis, true, hut juſt ſaicl that you can- 


4 not accept e of me: Iwill, therefore, 
* give you no farther trouble; permit 9 
6 * me only to with.) you happy- with the 


% man who has fo juſtly deſerved you, 
< and to tell you that N for ever 
lament my cruel fate.“ pl b 
Here he roſe up to go. The dear 
girl ſtopped him, by crying, Stay, 
th fir, let me beg 3 vou to add one fa- 
* vour to thaſe you have already con- 
< ferred. on me, for which 1 return 


** you- my moſt grateful thanks; and 
let me alſo convince you of a" miſ— 
— Mr: Freeland has never 


cc take. 


* + made any addreſſes to me of the na- 
« ture you imagine ; and if be ſhould 


make ſuch addteſſes, my father will 


* be much diſpleaſed with us both: I, 


„ there- 
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<*-therefore, intreat you not to 1 mention 
bim. er eee 
the breaking off of out acquaintance 
* appear to my father to be at your | 
en deſire, you will greatly en- 
1  hanoe the merit IO behaviour to 
Icould not es her Booz but from 
the tone of her voice, which was ſoft 
and ſupplicating, I believed that ſhe had 
made the defired-imprefſior. : and I was 
not deceived; for he ſaid, in a voice 
almoſt flifled by his emotions, „I can- 
A not liften to you any longer; if I do, 
thoſe ſueet accents, that refined un- 
derſtanding, thoſe delicate ſentiments 
* will deſtroy all that you have done. 
* — have nothing forit but flight,” 
With that word be tan out of the 
room. 


It 
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lt may be naturally imagined, that | 


J was in the greateſt hurry to make my 
acknowledgements to this. charming 
girl; for the favourable mention ſhe: had 
made of me: but I followed Mr. 
Blyth's example: I did not dare to 
truſt myſelf with her at ſuch a critical 
moment, and therefore : ſat down to my 
deſk, though with 2 mind in. ſo agi- 
rated a ſtate that 1 Wu not «Py to 
buſineſs. 

We met not till Sms : we then 
met is different humours; ſhe was all 


chearfulneſs and mirth; I was oppreſl- 
ed with a melancholy languor, natur- 
ally refulting from the dejection I felt, 


by not daring to diſcover the tender 
and grateful ſenſations with which my 
heart was burſting. 


g ve 1 G " _ 
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EE She | kindly | aſked me if I was not 
well; and 1 told her, in reply, that 


141 2 _- 
che converſation 1 had overheard in the 
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morning, between ber and Mr. Blyth, 
had filled me with the moſt agreeable 
ſurptiſe, and the higheſt ſatisfaction; 
bor char my. principles, with regard to. 
2 eier, e expreſs my 
- She bluſhed 1055 was ; Glent: 
1 * 1 thus thrown off part of the 
load of gratitude which lay heavy on 
my heart, I became more eaſy, and 
better diſpoſed to join in the laugh with 
Saville, who fat down to table with us, 
and was always inclined to be lively. | 
5 From that time I rather ſnunned than 
fought opportunities of being alone 
with Miſs Aſhurſt; and when we, un- 
avoidably, fell in each other's way, 1 
wa 


* #%. 
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always turned the. fp en on 
books, muſick, or other ſubjedts equally 


innocent, the diſcuſſion of which might 


tend to improve her mind. © | 
In about eight days afterwards, ſhe 


came to me and ſaid, that her father 


had been exceedingly | angry with her 
on account of Mr. Blyth, who had 


only deſigned, ſhe found by the Miſs 


Harveys, to have ſtaid away from the 


| houſe z but on being accidentally ftop- 
_ ped by Mr. Aſhurſt, and aſked how 
he went on with his daughter, he had 


told him that he had changed his mind. 
and that it by no means ſuited him to 


marry at preſent. Mr. Blyth then,” 


continued Gertrude, 5 broke from my 


* father without any more words, h 
came home i in a great pailion, : and 
1 „ me that this change muſt certain 

G2 « If 
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124 as Hl ST O RY, 
*1y have ariſen from Wee ws 
& ein my behaviour to him, and .inſiſt- 
60 3 ot my es Prin _ 
1 was very FRET 1492105 Ge hind! 5 
diſtteſſed, and to know that I was, 


9 * 


Or 


"A © 


 indiſputably, the cauſe of her vneaſi- 


neſs. I made uſe of all the eloquence 


I was maſter of to comfort her, though 


T'Rilt avoided any mixture of the ten- 
der in my conſolations: on the con- 
trary. I perſuaded her to comply, if 
poſſible, with her father's deſire. Mr. 
Blyrh, added J, is a man of ſenſe, and 
2a man of honour ; - he is well-bred, 


good natured, and loves you as he 
ought to love you, becauſe he prefers 
your felicity to his own. Conſider, 
therefore, What I have before mention- 
ed to you, Miss Allr; conſider that 


your 
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your father will be extremely offended, 
and that you will, poſſibly, be hereaf- 


ter embarraſſed, by having refuſed an 


offer ſufficient to render any woman 


bappy : let me then, as the ſincereſt 


of your friends, my dear Gertrude, pre- 
. vail on you to accept of what will, I 
doubt not, contribute to your felicity, 
when you are ene of che value 
of it. ol wit wg 

She ſi ighed; ſhe kad Wa for 
ſome time, without ſpeaking :- then, 
raifing up her eyes to me all at once, in 


which: appeared more vivacity than 1 
had ever before obſerved in them, 1 
| * thank you, fincerely, Mr. Freeland,” | 


faid ſhe, for the regard which you 


have expreſſed for me; you have in- 


etre my very high eſteem for 
 * you=—T don't, indeed, know how to 
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deliver my: ſentiments. on the occa- 
** fon, but I hope and believe I do 
you juſtice: give me leave, then, 
* d you a ſingle queſtion; Don't 
ou think that I ſhall, by accepting 
44 * Mr. Blyth's generous offer, with- 
gut feeling the flighteſt inclination 
4 > bim, injure bim in the higheſt de · 
l * gree2—By conſenting 10 his marry- 
ing a girl who cannot love him, 1 
*« deprive. him of. the means of poſſeſſ- 
ing one who does, He preſers me 
. e JB nil lays. to ehen Ni 
« Rillaverſe, or, only indifferent, will 
he not wiſh, when 100 late, that he 
me alben lool out for. a Vo- 
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4 neſs with the moſt aHecliöhade grati- 


” tude? As to my father, he cannot long! 
« be angry with me when be is ac 


« quainted” with my real motives, 
E which, upon his queſtioning me, 1 


60 ſhall: not fail to difcloſe to him. . 
> could mals no anſwer to thoſe al” 
mirable ſentiments, Poor girl! "the 


| knew, not ber father ! However, his 


MI. Blyth went out of town, ene 
rouſly, I believe, on purpoſe, that he 
might not come to an explanation with 
Mr. Aſhurſt, who, after having” grum- 
bled at his daughter for a few days, 


ſeemed to think of nothing. bur Fare, 

his own pleaſures, 
Gertrude continued to he the Mit 

Harveys; they became, | indeed; uf 


1 


conftanit viſiters,” eſpecially the eldeſt”: | 
a "OY "Op" 1 * 
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tb opgh Kitty was, Or - pretended ic to be, 


ES ES w_ xy ar 
7 S 24 


the n of Miſs Aſhurſt. 
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In a very ſhort | time "Mr. Bly th Te: 


a 4 = 1 1 


turned to town and renew red bis! intimacy 
with thoſe ladies. | 


= Y _ 


| i - The firſt time he faw Miß Athurft 


CD ms 3 


F- their houſe, he defired ber to be no 


. * 


longer alanmed on his a account : ; F ind-" 
« ; ing | your heart already engaged,” - 


+ Ei 


faid he, SY I have diſcovered charms i in 
Mis City Harvey, which my par- 


* —. 


* 32 4 


** tiality for you prevented me from 
Bs before ; and as I belieye chat 


_— * Ng 


4. my 1 father will be much _ pleaſed with 


FY * 
2 = IM > F i —_— 


* ſich an alliance, 1 wiſh, you would 
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25 ' rand * my friend with, Kitty, who. 
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At the time e of his” mal | ting x lis 

compliment to Gertrude, be 52 papa vi- 
83 


olently enamoured with Kitty Harvey ; ; 
though, as he \ was determined to to marry, 
and thought her too grear giddine s her 
only fault, he knew not any woman he 
could like better, Gertrude excepted ; 


but upon a nearer. acquaintance he 


found her infinitely more aSresible 5 


than he had e ever imagined i it poſlible 
for her to be; and whether The had a 
Geffre to ſhew him his error in kaving 
preferred "Miſs Aſpurſt to ber, bt whe: 
ther ſhe really was in lobe with him, cer- 
tain it is that ſhe fo conducted herfelf 
as to make him ſoon e extremely ford of 


her; certain it is tod that, #5 ſoon ='the 


had gained ned Ms 
with him, but with fuck fo win * 


fprightlineſs, however, that he could 


mg: not 
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not well be offended. with har, though 


he heartily wiſhed her to be leſs giddy. 
-2 While theſe two young people were 
thus employed, Miſs Harvey endea- 
- youred to make me ſenſible of the 
aftcem ſhe had for me; but as 1 found 


0 in myſelf ne inclination to take advan- 


tage of her attentions, . I choſe rather 
not to ſee them, and 10 diſengage my- 
© ſelf from her company as much as poſ- 
ſible, without appearing to ſlight her 
- ſociety 7 indeed, I had ſo little leiſure 
0 : follow my own amuſements, as 
Saville was continually abroad in the 
- purſuit of pleaſure, that, had not Mr. 
-Afburſt's: bufineſs daily decreaſed, 1 
ſhould have been an abſolute Nlaye : and 
I mould willingly. have been the moſt 
abject of human oxeatures, could 1 


m Procured 
241 2 ZE a de- 
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neee 2heil amiable 
Gertrude... 159d eli linge ad 
3 — 
glul there were nd hopes: Trhadubut 
two thauſand pounds leſt; 21 hac ſtill 
near three yearsgto rema in with Mr. 
Aſhurſt; and, as his affairs were in ſo 
indifferent a ſituation, I could not think 
that my entrance into a partnerſhip 
with him, at the expiratiom bf the thitd | 
year; would be-an-eligible-tep for me 
10 take, or prove of any advantage to 
Gertrude, whoſe, uncertain ſtate nn 
me the greateſt diſquietude. +84; 
WMWe were both, tis true, "a0 ings 
young enough not to hurry into matrimo- 
ny, and to waĩtfor better proſpects, if any 
N eee, but as the 
eee gene kk on 
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believe that I ente: tained any thoughts 
** — her: taking all 


* 
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asarfifter;-and to give ber no room to 


aginabl care, at the ſame time, to lot 
wy 8 that I was not in the leaſt in- 
alined to make any return to the favours 


me. | | 
Miſs Harvey, however, would not 


| aichdraw her particular eivilities; the, 
on the contrary, made no ſmall effors 


to render me more affected by them. 
89 r. Aſhurſt coming home one even- 
ing earlier than uſual, told me, before 
Gertrude, that, as | his houſe was too 
large for him, he had agreed to let the 
firſt floor to a lady and her daughter, 


and that they were to come and look at 


it the next day, adding, that, if they ſaw 
nothing theydiſliked in the apartments, 


Mz) FREE LAN 
teyworeto make! 2 1 ell on nn * om | 


12 bee e ſne — en 
fairs and ſleep in à litths room which 
was between mine and Savilles. 
- Gertrude's anfwer was only a promiſe 
to comply with his commands, though 
1 faw very plainly that ſhe was not at 
all pleaſed with it: to ſuppoſe, indeed; 
that ſhe would be pleaſed with it, was 
not reaſonable on many accounts: 

After a few reflections on this new 
and unexpected event, I conſidered that 
this apartment was very ſmall, and 


that it would be, conſequently, very in 


convenient for Gertrude: it was alſo 
nearer Saville's room thin onde D 


that he would, by occupying it, be li- 
able to ſome impettinences from hint; 


1 b made. hes an offer, therefore, of my 
9345 chamber, 


CE 


1375 


7 
8 22 2 +6, 
ae: y 
n wm. 
e 


I To gr by A”. 5 5 a : 


7 — * F 2 7 — > ws 
-PÞ MC. 444" 8, - p 2 7 A a * 4a . AA pA - — : 
l * Pe AS; R rr RC” fare 40 „ , 
P . A C nd IP oO Sd ne, " na Na 
- _ 0 r . 9. = ELLE Wn: "Ws 1 97 * 
Y y 8 "_ 1 s 2 8 < 4 — E 
2 5 * Sb em 


. 
N 


164 Taz HISTORY o 


uy en de fuchor, 


ive” andes — 
ne to have o * Ale of 
kind, thar, upon his daughter's 1 re- 
fuſal of my room, through complai- 
ſance to me, he only cried, « Well, 
« well, ſettle it amongſt yourſelves ;” 
and after having given her ſome general 
directions about her behaving properly, 


in other words politely, to his lodgers, 


left us to wonder at this ſudden and diſ 


_ agreeable change in the family. 


About noon Mrs. Coker and her 
daughter came in a hackney coach, 
and brought ſeveral bangles and 0 * 
neceſſariss along with them, though 
they had not even ſeen the ee 


eee eee 


ro 
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he could rely on. her and head Mr. 
Aſhurſt's deſcription « of them. By the 


bye, ſhe had never ſeen Mr. Aſhurſt 


till the day before ſhe hired them. 

Gertrude, with great modeſty and hu- 
mility, waited on Mrs; Coker, and en- 
actly followed her father's injunctions, 
while Mrs. Coker, with a kind of fleer- 
ing laugh, meaſured her with her eyes, 
as Miſs alſo did with an envious grin, 
They were civil however in their way ; 


they affected the manner of people of 
faſhion; talked loud, ſtamped up ſtairs; 


and, by an erceſſive familiarity, endea- 


+777 
voured to put every body out of coun- 
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| Asto their perſons, the mother ha# 
once been handſome, andthe girl would 
have been tolerable, had ſhe not render 


ed herſelf ridiculous by a Air ppancy and 
conceitednefs not to be ſupported in 
the fineſt woman.— —Whar a foil to 
Gertrude | 4 ON 

As they looked i into the rooms, they 
ſhrugged up their ſhoulders—faid, that 
they were vaſtly ſmall, chat the fireer 
was prodigious cloſe, and that they * 
abominatedthe filthy city: only it was 
convenient for buſinefs, which, hy 


++ 44507 3 
were afraid, would keep them ii in town. ; 


the greateſt part of the furamer. ; 2 
Miſs declared it e be Abeacdfel 

to ftay in town when every creature 
The Knew was in the country. . 1 
. Well, well,” replied the mother, 
WG -; muſt * to amuſe yourſelf * 
« this 
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— 


"" this young perſon; . Todkitig at Ger- 


Dell 18 it 


trude; , 6 che v will find that you have n 
6 „more pride than is becoming you your 
* rank in life, when you. come t to be 
n better acquainted, The a apartments 
10 will ſuit me very well, „ _< continue. 
ed ſhe ; << ſo, Miſs Aſhurſt, let your ſer- 
* vants bring up my boxes, for l loaded 
« the coach to ſave trouble in moving. 
Gertrude a good deal er 


went, however, to give the neceſfiry 


tas 


orders, though the had imagined that 


they would not have taken poſſeſſion of 
their lodgings till the next day; but ſhe 
knew not her people : they not only 


* 


ſettled themſelves in them with as much 


eaſe as if they had abvays lived in them, 


* 


but invited themſelves to dinner. Mrs. 
3 a chat the ſhould LAGOS 
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at a loſs to provide for her cable i in 15 
ſtrange place. 
Mr. Aſhurſt, happening to "Lins at 
home. that day, was very com plaiſant to 
ber: and Saville, who could be exceſ- 
fively droll when he pleaſed, winked at 
me, and played off both mother and 
daughter, who m_—_— highly Pager 
vith his politeneſſes, 0 
For my part I was Worry er Nr. 
Abluft had choſen ſuch unſuitable com- 
panions for his daughter ; for I plainly 
perceived that they would. be exceed-, 
iogly intimate, 1 had not, indeed, 
any fears leſt Gertrude ſhould be cor- 
rupted by them; but I could by no 
nnn. at +. 


proper for her. Sun 
Having ſtaid a reaſonable time ages 
dinner, I left them together ; at tea 1 
us oi n 
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found chem again, but at fupper, Ger- 
trude only appeared, who, upon my 
aſking her how ſhe had got rid of her 
new acquaintance,told me, that they had 
given, 2 ſtrong hint to be. invited to 
ſup alſo, but that as ſhe had received 
no orders from her father to invite them, 
and had no ſort of inclination, to be 
troubled with their company, ſhe pre- 
tended not to underſtand them. 1 
am not fond of any kind of hypo- 
« criſy: continued ſhe, but, circum- 
« Ranged as IL was, 1 N 110 TR 
_ */acting as L did.? 

In a few days ee PIE Ms. 
to, teaze het inſufferablyabout her dreſs : 
this thing was fo unbecoming that, 

&: frightful—+ third, old- faſioned 

and a fourth, vulgar. Miſs Coker 

declared thats! for her part, ſhe would 
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not make ſuch. a figure of herſelf on 
any account; adding, that if ſhe 
would but be adviſed 5 1 ſhe 
would look welt enough: © 
Gertrude made no re ply, but conti- 
nued to dreſs with the ſame: elegant 
fimpliciy ; hey grew weary, there- 
fore, of talking to her t upon that ſub⸗ 
ject. They then wanted & borrow her 
cloaths on ſome frivolous pretence; 
though they, at the ſame time, brag- 
gedd of the vaſt quantity of fine things 
"they had packed ups ini a cheſt at 7 
friend's. As we deſign to ſpend the 
« ſummer in the country,” ſaid Mrs. 
Coker, nit won't be worth while to 
open it: the town wilt be ſoon emp- 
© ty: there will be nobody to drefs. 
< for, as we keep company only wells 
pops of the firſt faſhion,” $2451 
| | Gertrude, 


Mz. FREELAND. 14 
Gertrude, notwithſtanding ber little | 
knowledge of the world, ſtarted at 
theſe familiariti ties; and, as ſhe did no- 
thing of any conſequence without con- 
fulting me, ſhe ſoon made me acquaint- 
ed with the behaviour of the Cokers, 1 
vhih the thought extremely odd. 

I was entirely of her opinion, and 
told her that. ſhe had better be reſerved | 
to them © ; 6c you may be fog added I, 
ce 75 ve being rude.“ 7 


= 44 — - 


J | hope 1 ſhall conduct myſelf pro- 


11 


« perly 5 replied be, 3 but as I have 


WEE: 


« never been uſed to diſfimulation, and 
We 1 | 


© have a great aveffon to all Kinds of 
« deceit, 1 am afraid | ſhall play wy 


u 
0 part bur awkwardly.” by 
She, was not miſtaken; for the ſeri- 
2444 a V7 2D ö 


ous 1 air with which the refu- 
hundred little trifles which they 
propoſed 


. 2.7 
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propoſed to her, made them fancy, or 
at leaft pretend to fancy, that ſhe was 


a proud, ill-natured, envious girl 
(Sukey Coker was, indeed, exactly ſuch 
a girl) They wiſhed, therefore, both 


mother and daughter, to make her guil- 


ty of every fault and folly which they 
themſelves committed, that ſhe might 


not rival or out-thine them, u che ful 


periority of her carriage. 
Mrs. and Miſs Coker, being wholly 


bent on making the moſt of themſelves, 
dreſſed away, and affected to be always 
chearful, and endeavoured to be enter- 
taining : but they were only entertain- 
ing by being ridiculous, Saville was 
particularly diverted by their abſurdi- 
ties ; but though he was always point- 
ing out ſomething laughable in them, 


bebind their backs, he fell in fo dex- 
trouſly 
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trouſly with their humours, before their 
faces, that they began to think they 
ſhould do execution. 

As for me they Gore chiral hopes 
of rendering ſenſible of their ex- 
traordinary merit ; beſides, the na- 
ral ſeriouſneſs of my difpoſition, made 
me a very undefirable. companion for 
them; while Saville, by his gaiety and 
love of pleaſure, dreſs, &c. was altoge- 
ther ſuitable. They alſo paid great 
court to the Miſs Harveys, particularly 
10 Kitty, whoſe notice they had at- 

tracted by flattering her and falling 
in with her humours. _ 
Eitty had a good underſtanding, but 
choſe, tho? ſhe could not be called ill- 
natured, to afſociate with odd characters, 
meerly to amuſe herſelf with them. Mrs, 


Coker and her dau ghter, , therefore, 
were 


co 
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were people whom ſhe highly enjoyed. 


Not contented, however, with inviting 
them to viſit her, ſhe a ppeared with 

them in public.—She gained no honour 
by ſo appearing with them; and ſhe 
gave no {mall uneaſineſs to Blyth by 
her conduct, as he conſidered them as 
improper companions for her. He, 
therefore, very freely told her, that ſhe 
| would ſhare the ridicule which they 
drew upon themſelves, as the world 
ould judge of her from the company 
ſhe kept. Beſides,” continued he, 
you act cruelly, to let theſe people 
* be ſeen with you; becauſe they muſt, 
* 10 order to appear tolerably decent, 
put themſelves to idle embarraſſ- 
** ments, by enlarging their expences, 


* en might be avoided by their 
« ſtaying at home.“ 


« And 


Ms. FREELAND. 


= And do you imagine,” faid 55 
< that people of their ſpirit would fit 
* moping in a corner? If I did not 
< take them out, ſomebody elſe would, 
and, poſſibly, not treat them with 
t ſo much conſideration; as I never let 
te them ſpend more in my company 
« than is abſolutely neceſſary.” 
Gertrude, who was. preſent, ſaid, 

« Indeed, Miſs Kitty, if you knew 
to what ſhifts they are put to make 
< themſelves fit to be ſeen, you would 
« pity them, and not tempt them to ex- 
. ak. themſelves to ſo many difficul- 


6s ties. | ; 
« Lard! well! Of what nature?” 
cried the, | "= 


Indeed, ſaid Gertrude, e you muſt 
„ excuſe me: I ſhall ſpare them the 
pain they muſt feel, at being diſ- 
Vo EET Gd... 


or racter.“ 
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* covered to aQ ſo entirely out of cha- 


— 


<« You are very 8 Miſs 


* Aſhurft,” ſaid Mr. Blyth, with a look 


that ſhewed his approbation, 

66 Aye, ſhe is too much ſo,” cried 
Kitty, * through her unneceſſary deli- 
« cacy, about people who feel none at 
<« all themſelves.—I find I ſhall loſe a 
5 great part of my diverſion.” 

tt Not if I can help it,” ſaid Saville, 
be for, you muſt know, I am rather 
* in favour with them, and have, con- 
ce ſequentiy, come at ſome of their 
* moſt important ſecrets. Anecdotes 


«© of the Coker family will, 1 dare 


5 ſwear, amuſe youexceedingly.” 


Come, dear good Creature, begin 
then,“ ſaid the, | 
« Wiy 


Ma. FREELAND. 14) 
Why, the lady mother,” replied he, 
laughing, when the was young, was 
e laundreſs to a gentleman in the 
ec Paper-buildings in the Temple, who 
% condeſcending to ſhew her a little 
* tenderneſs occaſionally, our Miſs 
«© Sukey, at the end of nine months, 
„ made her appearance in the 
« world, and her mother was fortunate 
enough to perſuade this friend to 
allow her ſomething weekly for the 
1 nurſing, and afterwards for the edu- 
<« cation of her. She, accordingly, 
put her very early in life to a board- 
ing - ſchool, the governeſs of which 
demanded but a moderate allowance 
for the inſtruction of the daughters 
of tradeſmen and mechanics, in all 


« the accompliſhments of young wo- 
PRES: & men 
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men of faſhion, ſuch as French, dan- 
e cing, muſic, &. n 
Miſs Coker received the firſt rudi- 
< ments of polite education and tafte 
L among the offspring of mechanics, 
and ſoon out- ſtripped all the miſſes, 
her ſchool companions, in learning 
* every elegant female accompliſhment 
** with an aſtoniſhing rapidity. 5 
During Miſs Sukey's ſwift pro- 
54 preſs in her polite exerciſes, her mo- 
** ther had ſo far ingratiated herſelf with 
< the abovementioned gentleman, that 
he raiſed her from the humble occu- 
* pation of bed-maker to him and dig- 
« nified her with the title of houſe- 
„ keeper. As houſe-keeper and miſ- 
& treſs (the two profeſſions are fre- 
t quently united) ſhe lived with him 
* ſome years, and gave him ſo much 
4 ſatisface 
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10 ſatisfaction 1 her . double character, 
&* that, when he died, be left her five 


9 hundred pounds. ot” als e 


This ſum appeared to ber FS im- 


« menſe that ſhe immediately changed 
her place of abode, took a lodging 


* in the city, and paſſed. for a widow 
t juſt come from — about a law- 


K 
ln the ſame dag WY a cap- 
7 tain of a merchantman, who, having 


picked up a competency, had quit- 
i ted the ſervice on account of his ill 


health. To him the pretended wi- 


„dow paid her court with ſo much 


** aſſiduity, that he actually married 


* her in a few months, lived with 


% her between four and five years, 


« and left © her, at his death, all that he 


ft TH Hg. 125 ; « had, 


* 3s 
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© had, with the elegant name of Co- 
«<< Ker; 5 7-7 

Upon the ſtrength of her legacy, 

„Mrs. Coker came to town (for the 

captain had made her promiſe to re- 

« tire with him to a little village, 

* few miles from London) to which 
* place, as ſoon as they were ſettled, 

« the carried her daughter, and called 
her by the name of her father-in- 
«* law, out of a counterfeited Rennes 

for him. 

"i « On her arrival in London, ſhe 
Y took genteel lodgings in the Hay- 

7 market, and exhibited herſelf as a 
4 * widow with money, The few half- | 
| * bred people, with whom ſhe affoci- 


af | «* ated in her country neighbourhood, 
WW * during the life of Mr. Coker, and 


her frequent viſits to an aſſembly in 
* the 
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* the ſame village, had given her, ſhe 
« fancied, a very juſt knowledge of the 
* polite world. She aſſumed, there- 
fore, not a few airs, affected the 
* fine lady, and, by the aſſiſtance 
&* of her milliner, who puffed her for 
** mighty pretty ſort of woman, 
** thruſt herſelf into two or three repu- 


table families; from whom ſhe caught 


*« fome faſhionable improvements: by 


them ſhe gained admittance to So- 


© ho and Almack's; to ſeveral gen- 
e teel concerts alſo, at which miſs 


© Coker, from having played minuets | 


* and country dances upon the ſpinnet, 


cc at the boarding ſchool, and ſqualling 


*« out Vaux-hall ballads in a falſe taſte, 
« attempted ſongs by the beſt Italian 
& maſters; but executed them in ſo vile 
%a manner, and ſo horridly accompa- 
FG: HD « nied 


7 * 14 
. 7 74 
. 
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14 
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e nied them with her inſtrument, that 
<« her performances, having neither me- 
« lody nor meaning in them, always 
> raiſed a laugh among thoſe who heard 
© her. As we generally, however, 
7 © want ſomething to provoke mirth, 
e and, as we had rather laugh at our 
« deareſt friends, than not laugh at all, 
« Sukey Coker ſoon became the butt 
t of the company; ; ſhe was, in ſhort, 
looked upon meerly as a kind of 
* humble companion, and as a very 
9 * neceflary perſon to be taken to a pub- 
« lic place, when no other lady was in 
« the way. But appearance, even in 
« this contemptible light, being very 
7 expenſive, as there was a neceſſity 
for her being tolerably dreſſed when- 
ever ſhe was called upon to appear, 
40 © her mother ſoon found herſelf vary 


ce much 
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ce much ſtraitened with her little in- 


come; ſo much, indeed, that ſhe be- 
gan to be rather ſlow in the payment 


* of her bills. Her remiſſneſs natu- 
rally alarmed the people with whom | 
« ihe lodged, who, perceiving that” 
" their remonſtrances had no effect, 


Ih thought i it high time to {| peak round- 


<« ly to her; and, in ſhort, fairly deſired 
* her to take herſelf and her daughter 5 


away. Juſt when they were 1n that 


60  fiutation, they met with Mr. Aſhurſt, | 
& at one of the houſes in which they | 
« were well received, who there heard 
ſo much ſaid in their favour, that he 


2 conſented to take them as lodgers: : 
* they proteſted, indeed, that nothing 


6 ſhould have made them think of liv- | 


e ing in the naſty city, but the ſociety 


6 of fo agreeable a man: but I firmly : 
3 H 5 | : T 55. i 
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*< believe, that their deſign is to live as 
© little at their own expence, and as 
much at other peoples, as poſlible.” 
The miſs Harveys were exceedingly 
diverted with Saville's hiſtory of Mrs. 
Coker: and Blyth immediately aſked 
Kitty if the Cokers were Pu 08 
to be ſeen with. 
Kitty, though ſhe felt herſelf wrong, 
would not condeſcend to own any im- 
propriety in her conduct ; and, there- 
fore, replied to her lover rather as if ſhe 
reſented his application to her, in 
Blyth was extremely diſconcerted 
by her reply, and began to with that he 
had not fo readily refigned Gertrude; 
the mildneſs and ſweetneſs of whoſe 
temper made him more affected by 
EKitty's lively oppoſition. Kitty, how- 
ever, who quickly penetrated into the 
Oy - moſt 
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moſt ſecret thoughts of thoſe with 


whom ſhe had any intimacy, ſaw di- 
rectly, what paſſed in her lover's mind; 
and, as ſhe had really a ſtronger affec- 
tion for him than ſhe was willing to 
own, ſhe made a few conceſſions; they 
were of no great conſequence: but 
they were at that time ſatisfactory to 
him; for though ſhe would not give up 
the Cokers as acquaintance, ſhe gave 
up the point in queſtion. 

The Cokers were by no means idle 
folks: the daughter dreſſed at every 
man, in hopes of gaining a huſband 
able to keep her in lazineſs and luxury; 
and the mother, deſpaired not of draw- 
ing in ſomebody. She had already 
mended herſelf by her connectioſſs, and 
ſhe was, in her own opinion, neither 
oo old nor too ugly to inſpire the gelle 

walk H6 poſi 


1 
=_ 3 
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To ſuch a mother, and ſuch 


paſſion. 


à daughter, therefore, Mr. Aſhurſt's 


houſe was doubly convenient; there was 
a widower in ĩt for the former, and two 
young fingle men to engage the atten- 
tion of the latter. Sukey, indeed, 
ſhewed her judgment in never making 
advances to me; ſoon diſcovering, I 
imagine, my natural diſlike to any kind 
of gallantry. Saville was quite another 
ſort of man, and his violent inclina- 
tion to flirt was ſufficient encourage- 
ment to Miſs Coker, who was nat 


averſe to his perſon, and could make 
herſelf very agreeable to him, She was 


alſo ready, and her being ſo, was no 
no ſmall matter with him. As he 


could not make Gertrude romp with 
him, he turned his attention eagerly to 
* who, e ſhe invited him 


with 
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with her eyes, affected a pretty kind of 
| confufion, at his taking advantage of 
the liberty ſhe allowed him, and, by that 
aſſumed behaviour, made him have a 
better opinion of her than ſhe really de- 
ſerved. It was not in her power, how- 
ever, to draw him into marriage, ac- 
cording to her firſt view ; (ſhe encour- 
aged every man, indeed, with whom 
ſhe became acquainted, with the ſame 
view) yet he was too agreeable to be 
given up: and then he was of ſome ſer- 
vice; for, ſetting aſide the pleaſure 
which ſhe took in fooling with him, ſhe 
received great ſatisfaction from his carry- 
ing her to public places, treating her at 

them, and ſometimes making her pre- 

ſents, which raiſed envy and jealouſy, 

if noother paſſions, in the miſſes of her 


acquaintance, among whom, ſome of 
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them, the loweſt in rank, were tran- 
ſported to join in a party to the play, 

in the gallery, or to be ſeen in the round 

at Ranelagh, with ſuch a fine young fel- 

low ; a man of quality too, as they called 
him: and, for the ſake of being thought 

known to a right honourable's nephew, 

many of theſe filly girls loſt real lovers a 

among men in middling ſtations, (who 

were deterred from forming connections 

with them, by ſeeing them engaged 

with ſuch high acquaintance) and, miſ- 

4 ſing opportunities of ſettling them- 
ſelves ſuitably with men every way their 


equals, grew diſconcerted from their 
ddſappointments, ariſing from their not 
being able to fix this flutterer, and ready 
to burſt with ſpite at Sukey's ſucceſs, 
though, in effect, Sukey had never 
been * in a more unproſperous 


affair 
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affair in the fortune- making way. So 


true is it, that the moment people quit 


the humble ſphere in which providence 


has placed them, having not the leaſt 


pretenſions to a higher, they become 
abſurd, and are liable to the ſevereſt ri- 
dicule: commonly too, they are thrown 
into diſagreeable ſituations by the folly 


of their conduct; ſituations from which 


they ſeldom or ever diſentangle them- 
ſelves. Ambition in man is frequently 


a laudable paſſion it is a proper incen- 
tive to ſpur him to the performance of 
actions reflecting honour tohimſelf, and 


very advantageous to ſociety: but ambi- 
tion in a woman generally hurries her 
to commit ſome violent indiſcretion, 


which plunges her into difficulties not 
eaſily ſurmounted : it often prompts her 


alſo bs rikk her character ſo much in the 
purſuit 
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purſuit of a favourite point, that the 
failure of that : purſuit is attended with 
the ruin of her reputation, On the 
other hand, mildneſs, gentleneſs, and 
humility, are ſo particularly engaging 
in the ſofter ſex, that they would, pro- 
bably, make more eapital conqueſts, 
and meet with fewer mortifications 
among ours, if they confidered how 
much thoſe amiable qualities heighten 
the luſtre of their perſonal attractions. 
Truths, ſuch as theſe, made no im- 
_ preſſion, either on Miſs Coker, or her 
companion: the intimacy of the former 
with Saville increaſed to ſuch a degree | 
in the family that it could not polity, 
be unobſerved. | 
Gertrude, W atthe eee 
which Sukey permitted him to take even | 
before ber, frequently left the room; 
W 


1775 
1 
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while the mother, who winked at them, 
gave them no ſort of interruption: and 
it may be ſuppoſed that I did not give 
them any moleſtation by my company. 

T had, indeed, taken every opportunity 
to perſuade Saville to change a carriage 


which was going, I plainly ſaw, 
involve thoſe thoughtleſs people, if not 
himſelf, in undefirable embarraflmeats. 
1 pointed out to him the cruelty of de- 
priving girls of their virtue and peace, 
and urged the meanneſs of avail ng him 
ſelf of an inclination, reſulting only 
from a natural warmth of conftitution, 
to draw them into dilemmas, from 


which they could never get free: but he 
laughed at me, and aſked me if I thought 
other people mult not eat becauſe I had 
no appetite, Yet was I neither offended 

nor diſconcerted by his mirth: I con- 


tinued 
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tinued to reaſon with him, at convenient 
| ſeaſons, on the incongruity of his con- 
duct; though hes gave me no hopes of 
ſeeing a reformation in him. Wearied, 
however, I imagine with my remon- 
ſtrances, and poſfibly feeling a little 
ſhame at playing the fool in publick, he 
became more upon his guard. 
Mrs. Coker and her fair daughter, in 
the mean time, endeavoured to increaſe 
their acquaintance, by forcing them- 
ſelves into every family that would re- 
ceive them. They had picked up ſeveral 
ſtragglers, whom they had met with at 
the Miſs Harveys, and thoſe ſtragglers, 


together with their friends at the Weſt pl 


End of the town, made them ftrong 
enough for a rout: a rout therefore 
they were determined to have, before 
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the people of faſhion were gone into 


the country. 


For this purpoſe Mr. Aſhurſt's foot- 


man was borrowed, though they gene- 
rally employed him without any cere- 
mony or apology ; and he was diſ- 


: patched from one end of the town to the 
other with their cards, while Miſs Coker | 


went herſelf to ſome of her particular 
favourites to ſecure them. 
When every thing of this kind was 


ſettled, and when the company invited 
had agreed to honour them with their 


preſence, the next thing to be con- 


ſidered, was how to accommodate them; 


and they were embarraſſed about the ac- 


commodations on the very day on which | 


nothing ſhould have been left unad- 
juſted. 
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Our rooms were not large, and in 
Mrs. Coker's opinion would hold but 
three tables: ſhe had invited, however, 
company more than enough to fill ſeven. 
It was the refore determined that the 
bed ſhould be taken down: but it was 
alſo debated whether they ſhould ven- 
ture to take it down with Gertrude's 
conſent. 33 er 
r 
daughter, who envied Miſs Aſhurſt the 
approbation which ſhe every where 
received, ſaid, that there was no occa- 
ſion to confult her, as Mr. Aſhurſt was 
the proper perſon to decide in the affair; 
adding, that as he was not at home, 


they had no bulls to ſay. any thing 
about 1t. 
Mrs. Coker, not Wi willing to of- 


fend Mr. Aſhurſt, aſſented * faintly; 
but 
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but Miſs Sukey, with an uncommon vo- 


ciferatien, declared, that nothing could 


be more ridiculous than to invite people 
to tea and cards, without having a place 


to ſet them down in ; and that for her 


part ſhe ſhould be ſhocked to death at 
having 8 into 2 bed- chamber: 


though 2. ” | better,” continued ſhe, 
&© to take them in a bed-chamber, than 


eto be all ſqueezed together in one 


room no bigger than a cabbin : and, 


« am ſure, if people cannot ſtir when 


they come, they will never pay any 
*« regard to another invitation. Now, 
| * madam, if you take-down the bed, you 
1 may put three tables in each room, 
* and one in the mid dle apartment, in 
6 which I can make the Re.” 


After 


el. 


166 Tus HISTORY or 
After much ſquabbling, for Mrs. 
Coker would have waited to ſee if Mr. 
Aſhurſt came home to dinner to ſpeak 
to him, her daughter plainly told 
her that it would be meer nonſenſe to 
wait any longer, as it would be impoſ- 
| | fibleto have the bed taken down and the 
room in order before the company 
came. Mrs. Coker, therefore, acqui- 
eſced, and called John, Mr. Aſhurſt's 
man, to ſend him to Mr. Furaiſh tho 
upholſterer. A | 
| Inftead of John, a maid (the only one 
belonging to the houſe, for Mr, Aſhurſt, 
ſometime 'before the letting of his floor 
only kept two ſervants) appeared, and 
ſaid, that her maſter had ordered Jobn 
to be with him at twelve o'clock ; add- 
ing, that ſhe did not know when he 
= would be at home, and that miſs had 
ordered 
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ordered her to give her compliments to 


Mrs. Coker, and to inform her he was 
engaged to dine out of town, but would 
be at home in the evening to keep his 
appointment with her. 

As ſome people do not come to a 


_ rout till eight or nine o'clock, Mrs. 
Coker could very well diſpenſe with the 
noh-appearance of Mr. Aſhurſt; but 


the immediate want of a man-ſervant 


vas truly a deplorable calamity to her. 


She, therefore, diſpatched Sally the 


maid to Mr, Furniſh, and her daughter 


to an intimate friend to borrow * 
footman. 


Sally returned preſently, ad. Mr. i; 
Furniſh's workmen ſoon afterwards took 
down the bed. The lady, 1n the mean 


time, with the affiſtance of the maid, 
endeavoured to make the apartment 
| look 
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lock as well as poſſible, by doing which 
| they very much retarded the dreſſing of 
the dinner for the family; Sally not be- 
ing able to officiate in every character 
at once, as ſhe told Miſs Aſhurſt, by 
way of apology for her neglecting it. 
Gertrude, not knowing how far her 
father might approve of her oppoſing 
Mrs. Coker's wiſhes, ſuffered the maid 
to do as ſhe had ordered her, and came 
to tell me what a buſtle and how much 
confuſion there was.above-ſtairs. 
Saville, who fat by writing, and 
| who was as well as I and Gertrude in- 
vited to this rout, laughed ready to kill 
7 himſelf, notwithſtanding his pretended 
fondneſs for Miſs Coker, at Gertrude's 
account of things, though ſhe delivered 
it very ſeriouſly, as ſhe really pitied 
for folly, and promiſed himſelf ſtil 
: greater 
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greater di verſion in obſerving them du- 
ring the mantuvres of the evening: 
he curſed mother Coker, however, as he 
called her, for hindering Sally, having 

been up uncommonly early that morn- 
Ing, and wanting his dinner which 
was delayed near an hour beyond the 
uſual time. 

At laſt, it came upon the table to kis 
Enicfaction, but no miſs Coker ap- 
Her mother began to fret, and to 
wonder what Sukey could be Going, and 
where ſhe was. 

Miſs Aſhurſt, very good TERS 
offered to put a plate of the niceſt partof 
the meat down to the fire, to be kept 
hot for her, 

Vor. I. T When 
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When the mother had been ſome time 
in her apartment, and when Gertrude, 
Saville and I had been ſome time in 
our reſpeCtive rooms to dreſs, that we 


might do the greater honour to Mrs. 
Coker's aſſembly, Miſs Coker came 


in, but entirely fatigued, and out of 
humour; and the impatience with which 
ſhe was received did not tend to throw 
ber into a better frame of mind. Lord, 
child,“ ſaid Mrs. Coker, bawling loud 
enough to be heard by the whole houſe, 
* where have you been? and what made 
you ſtay ſuch a monſtrous while? 1 
© have wanted you to ſuch a degree— 
et and then you cannot poſſibly be dreſſed 
c in time: but have you got evera fellow 
"00 wait! AJ 
4 Dreffed ?” replied the girl, without 5 
attending to the laſt interrogation, 
| 6 I 
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s Tam not in a fit condition ta dreſs, 

* truly : I am almoſt lame by walking 
all over the town in my pattins : 

«] ſtumbled almoſt at every ſtep, 
and thought I ſhould have broke my 


neck twenty times: (it was a rainy 


day the latter end of April) . indeed, if 
« you will not keep a man to go upon 


<< theſe errands, we muſt e'en give up 
* cards; for I can't poſt thus like a por- 


< ter from one part of the town to the 
other.“ 


„Well, well, child, 1 cried Mrs. ; -- 
ker, e don't ſtand talking nonſenſe ; but 


< tell me, have you borrowed a Wo- 


{1 man?“ „ 


“ No,” replied AP El 60 they have all 
e more buſineſs for their fellows than 


they can get them to do, and they 
vill not lend them, and ſo we muſt 
a Y „ Wait 
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* wait on ourſelves: but before. PU tub 
© mit to fuch meanneſs Iam ſure III 
throw the cards into the fire.” 
« You ſubmit?” ſaid Mrs. Coker, 
with a ſarcaſtic tone, I ſhould beg lad 
4 to know what you have to do with it: 
I am the perſon, as I take it, who is 
*« to order what things are to be done, 
* and how I'll have them done: and 
*« you are to fubmit to me.” 


arbitrary doctrine, eſpecially when ſhe 
wass tired, hungry, and out of humour, 

returned a very pert anſwer, which ſtill 
more inflaming her mother, ſhe fairly 
threatened to turn her out ha doors ifſhe 
was ſaucy. 

Sukey, no longer able to contain her- 
ſelf, flew into a paſſion not eaſily to be 
| owned, and vented herfelf into ex- 
Preſſions 


Miſs Sukey, not at all reliſhing fuch 5 
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preſſions not eafily to be repeated ; ſo 
miſcellaneous was her language which | 


ſhe learnt among a variety of boarding- 
ſchool miſſes, or from her mother's ele- 
gant converſation, during her infantine 
days,who had not found letfure to correct 
the phraſeology of the bed maker, that 
ſhe became at length ſo clamorous, that 
even Mrs. Coker herſelf was aſtoniſhed 


at her, and ſeemed inclined to come to 


any compoſition rather then ſee them- 


ſelves expoſed in that manner: for the 


young lady, not once thinking of the 
reft of the family, had poured forth 


ſuch a quantity of abuſe, accompanied 


with ſuch a deluge of tears, that we were 
really alarmed : Saville, ruſhing out 


of his own room, propoſed that we 
| Thould go down and enquire into the 
cauſe of fo much noiſe. | 
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J replied, « If you have a fancy to 
comfort they oung lady, I have no ſort 
e of objection to make; but, in my opi- 
* nion, they had better fight it out by 
« themſelves.” He was, in the end, con- 
vinced that I had by my recommen- 
ded forbearance procured much more 
diverſion for him than he ſhould have 
otherwiſe enjoyed : for the dutiful 
Miſs. Sukey, as ſoon as her tears, 
which almoſt choaked her, began to 
ſubſide, entered into ſo curious a de- 
tall of their manner of living, or 
rather of the ſhifts they made uſe of 
to pick up a tolerable ſubſiſtence, by 5 
way of reproach, that it could not but 
be amuſing to thoſe who were not in- 

tereſted in their domeſtic affairs. Had 
they borne the ſcantineſs of their fortune 
with an humble reſignation to provi- 
N 111ͤö;ͤ 
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dence, and laudably endeavoured to im- 


prove their moderate i income by honeſt 
induſtry, or to make themſelves, by 
prudent management, contented with it, 


every body of humanity and able 
would have honoured them; but as they. 
from a ridiculous defire to ape their 


ſuperiors in life; as they affected to af- 
ſociate only with people of rank and 
fortune, and deſpiſe all others; and as 


they ſubmitted to the moſt abject con- | 


deſcenſions required of them by their ſu- 


periors, from a falſe ſuppoſition that 


they, by ſo doing, really made them- 


elves conſequential, they deſerved the 
ſevereſt ridicule ; and the ſevereſt ridi- 
cule was accordingly levelled at them. 


In the midſt of the fury with which 
Miſs Coker diſcharged her diſcontent, 


ſhe upbraided her mother with the very 


© failing 


* 
f 
Wil, 


n 


* = 
n — — _ - - Os 
> * AG 
—— — — f 
— © 7des 8 DS — — 
— 3 — 


. 5 - 
_ > * = 2 = 2 — — 8 2 * 2 4 - — = 
— 2. a" > 9 — "DAT IRE rm 
_— = # Ga 8, * — = a by. TT 


2 
— . — 
IT EY Cn 
DS Er 
2 1 


rr 
* 
— wa. % 
= . EY 
2 — 
. 


"= 
99— 


Re 
I ISIS — 
2 
- — 


176 Tux HISTORY or 
failing in b queſtion, with her having en- 


tered upon a ſtyle of life which ſhe was 
unable to ſupport. What a con- 


Y temptible figure do we make,” con- 


tinued Ihe, by pretending to appear 
like thoſe people with whom we are 
__ © got acquainted; and what difficulties 
do we hourly encounter in training to 
keep up a ſpirited appearance with 
* them? but we can't poſſibly bold it 
much longer: they begin to be tired of 
us; they will ſoon find us out, and 
then we ſhall be blown up for ever. 
«« have borrawed Miſs Mildmay's 
* black negligee ſo often, that J ſhall 
«« bluſh to afk for it again to go to the 
4 play in; eſpecially as it was torn 
quite croſs the bottom by a great nail, 
while I was ſtepping over a bench at 


ide laſt concert: then 1 have begged 
=— 
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< all Mrs. Friagelove's ald ribbong and 
« blonds, till her woman looks as if ſne 
& could firangle me with her own 


„hands: all J get at cards goes te the 
« hair dreſſer; and I am quite fick of 


« flattering and cringing to thoſe peq- 
ple to keep them in huragur with me ; 
« but the pride and inſolence of their 
« ſervants is abſolutely not to be endu- 
red, I dare {wear Sir Harry Fro- 
lick's men look upon themſelves far 

« above me, for his gentleman always 
turns up his noſe at me; and even the 

60 under butler offered to kiſs me when 
I carried the card t other day, though 
mater before I came down ſtairs, and 
** I could not get him to lend me two 
pair of ſilver candleſticks, till I ſuffer. 
66, 1 him to take off my handkerchief, 
4 2 8 +9 though 
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* though it was ſo thin, having been 
* waſhed ſo many times, that it was 
next to no handkerchief at all: my 
© whole neck being as much expoſed as 
1 if 1 had not had the leaſt bit of cover- 
6 * — upon 1 
Well, but Sukey” faid Mrs. Coker, 
interrupting her, and lowering her 
voice a little, you ſhould: not have 
"7 permitted ſuch familiarities as theſe : 
you will be undone before you have 


| . ſecured any body at this rate. 
„ How the devil can I help i it,” re- 


plied Miſs, briſkly, ** do you imagine 
that the men will oblige you for no- 
= thing > if you doyou are monſtrouſiy 
«© miſtaken. | No, no, they will have 
« their penny- -worths for their pen» 
« nies, I can meet with none of your 
« 22 lovers: I have | heard, 

4 | ; | - 66 Er 
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4 indeed, that tis eaſy to make men 


* dupes, but I have not found any yet. 
„J can, however, put up with the tri- 
« fling of a pretty gettleman at any 
s time ; but the inſolence of upper ſer- 


« yants and fellows in livery is intole- 
< rable. You muſt know, that the 
„night Mr. Squander gave us the tic- 


r kets for Carliſle houſe, while we wait- 


ed upon the ſteps till the coach drew] 


Mm up, they had the impudence to hold 
© their flambeaus under my petticoats, 

and to cry, fine feathers make fine 
ec birds but] believe, my pretty miſs, 


* you are all outſide, ere but rags 


56 1 tatters underneath.” 
. «« Nonſenſe, nonſenſe,” re died l. Mrs: 


Gali „ho minds what ſuch fellows 


« ſay? do they uſe their own maſters 
and miſtreſſes any better? If you had 
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18 Tax HISTORY or 
been as often in people of faſhion's 
© Kitchens as I have, child, you would 
_ *. have found thes theie whole time was 
« culing dated and ſeen: 
* take them off to the life, and with fo 
© much. ſpirit, that I have often, been 
* ready to cry out, with Mrs, Sullen in 
be play, I wiſh the devil had him for 
* wearing that livery, Though for my 
part I was always above footmep ; but 

* what's all this to the purpaſe? a man 

ie muſt have.” 

1 Nou wont have and,” 
nid Sukey, fretfully, nobody will let 
un yu, even the Miſs Harveys refuſed 

* pom _ I begged him as 

6c it | 
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if I was begging for my life : but they 
“will be here, ] oo to laugh at the 
e fyſs weſhall be in.. 
Come, an Mrs. 
66 ſtep to Sally and deſire her to make 
< herſelf clean to wait: you may ſnap 
up a bit after your things are on.” 
Miſs muttered, that ſhe was in no hu- 
mour for eating; that people who could 
not have every thing genteel about 


indeed ; and that, for her part, the was 
quite dead with acting out of character. 
- Saville, to whomthis fine dialogue was 
entertaining, beyond expreſſion, having 
juft peeped into my room to tell me that 
we ſhould have a dd high evening, 


85 k 8 


LO. 
2 
- 
— 
7 


— . 5 — 
>< FI 59 av * 1 f - 
_— o — 4) p = - 2 — — _ 


ys — n 


© ops 


* — 
ET 


A: 


S 
. 


3 


8 
VIS FE WRT > "Boon. 
— — x 
— 2 32 


* 


182 TY HISTORY or 


ran down ſtairs to ſend Sally for the 
barber to come and dreſs his hair. 
Mrs. Coker ſtrongly oppoſed his 
deſire, leſt any of the company ſhould 
artive before the girl returned: but he 
inſiſted upon her going, ſaying, * My 
«© dear madam, your friends are cer- 
bt tainly too well bred to think of 
ec coming before ſeven ; nobody but the 
| &5 loweſt plebeian would venture into 
2 — company till after that hour.” 
Mir. Saville, however, was e A 
or, probably , contrived his errand for 
the maid on purpoſe to diſtreſs Mrs. 
Coker ; and ſhe was not a little diſtreſ- 
ſed, for ſoon after Sally's departure a 
hackney coach ſtopped at the door, from 
the box of which the coachman deſcend- c 


ing preſently, exerciſed the knocker 
th a n hand. 


The 


2 | 7 
* 5 . 
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Tube two ladies, not being ready to 
receive company; were as much alarm 
ed as if a clap of thunder juſt over their 


heads had ſhaken the floor under them. 
The mother was twiſting her tippet be- 
fore the great glaſs in the dining- room, 


neck might be viſible, part of it judici- 
ouſly concealed. Miſs Sukey was 


tucking up a White under - petticoat, with 
which Miſs Aſhurſt had, at her earneſt 


entreaty, accommodated her, that it 


might not hang below her half dirty 


ſack, as Gertrude was much the talleſt. 
_ The blows with the knocker being re- 


ſecs. Mrs. Coker called out, in imita- 


tion of thoſe who keep ſeveral ſervants, 
« What, will no body go to the door? 
4] believe they have no ears, or are all 


dead :“ then, ſtepping to the head of 


in a careleſs manner, that part of her 


e 


164 Tur HI STORY or 
dhe ſtairs, and meeting Saville, ** For 
e heaven's ſake, Wee 
open the door. “hh 
„Las dio if 1 da. — 
ready to burſt with laughter: Pray, 
Mr. Preeland,” cried ſhe, calling to 
me, © be ſo obliging juſt to open the 
« door—Sally is out: never any thing, 
fire, was ſo untucky.. Come, come, 
* Gukey, come; are you not ready yet? 
55 There is not a creature to receive 
os them.” Lope on WEE: a2 

10 es if cn laughing, 
16. Freeland,” ſaid Saville to me, asl was, 
ang * nen . to- 


% Oh! let hem in e 
replied I; te there will not be half fo 
46 nnn _ an 
* fide,” %% eee << 
9 then 


I then broke from him, for he ſtrove | 


to ſtop me, though he was ſo convulled 
with _ that he bad no ſtrength to 


- Pine han . drefſed/in the 


extremity of the faſhion. 


Saville told me afterwards, when 15 


could compoſe his muſcles a little, that 
they were the family of a PI 
in the Hay-Market, 


Pe ifible politeneſs, who made a thouſand 
| apologies for coming ſo early. The 


that nothing was fo vulgar as to be the 


firſt every where, while her huſband ob- 


ſerved, that, had the not been in ſuch a 


hurry, 


Mrs, Coker, havingvery pes 
Put berſelf in order, received theſe ſe- 


cond-hand people of faſhion with all 
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186 Taz H ISTORY oo 
hurry, he could have ſettled his books 
before he began'to'drefs. 
A ſqueeze by the arm from his ſpouſe 
filenced him, otherwiſe his effuſions | 
might have diſcovered more of their fa- | 
milyr-affairs than the lady would have 
cChoſen to be publiſhed.” 
The arrival of a ſecond and a third 
carriage ſoon filled Mrs. Coker's room : 
and Sally had __ to do to n 5 
the different tables. 8 
__ Miſs Aſhurſt, Saville and I, 85 our 
appearance, and by that time the aſ- 
ſembly was ſo numerous, that we bad 
ſcarce room to ſtand. N eee 
Miss Coker, beginning to make the 
pu defired Gertrude's affiſtance, 
As ſoon as the cups were going round 
to the different people who were ready 
for them, a new attack was made upon 
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the ſtreet-door, and a fiercer one than 


had yet been heard. 
Sally was obliged to ſer down her 


waiter, loaded with tea and coffee, and 
Tan to the door; on the opening: of 
which, two tall figures, dreſt in the 
higheſt ftyle, deſcended from an elegant 
chariot, and walked up ftairs : Sally, in 
the hurry of her civility, forgetting to 
| ſhut the door after the. 


The perſon who firſt entered the 
room, and to whom they paid the great - 


eſt reſpect, was a man about thirty, 
well made, and not diſagreeably featu- 


red; but had ſo perfectly the careleſs in- 
ſolence of people who have been uſed to 
what is called the beſt company, that he 


could not be miſtaken,  Hediftinguiſhed 
. in a __— -and Sdeclibed fit- 
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ting. down, 10 cards; that he might, 1 
_ ſuppoſed, have the pleaſure. of talking 
to her. He ſoon endea voured to engage 
her in converſation, and eagerly ſtrove 
to recommend himſelf by a thouſand af- 
| fiduitics about ber: but with what a po- 
Fr all the 
much did the ſtrive to avoid thoſe atten- 
tions which every other woman preſent 
charming modeſty, and unconſciouſneſs 
af ber beauty, by her uncommon and 
_ enchanting diffidence, the appeared in 
the eyes of Mr, Dawley a thouſand | 
times more attractive. But, accuſtom- 
ed as he had been to ſuch a variety of 
women, ſo MY different, he could 
ment and freche, at meeting 
| with 
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them, as they were, at length, obliged 
to aſſiſt each other, or to go without the 

the little refreſhments —_—_— me td 
upon ſuch occaſions. 5 
Gertrude bluſhed to ſoe herſelf ſo 
aukwardly fituated, as to appear to have 
any ſhare in an entertainment ſo miſer- 
ably conducted; and I, feeling both for 
her and the mal a- droit Cokers, ex- 
| preſſod my concern to Saville in a whiſ⸗ 
per, and would have perſuaded him to 
join with me in aſſiſting Sally to wait 
on the ladies: but I might as well have 
been ſilent; * inſtead of comply ing 
with my requeſt, he inſiſted upon my 
not ſtirring my ſelf in the affair, telling 
mes, with ſhouts of laughter, that I, would 
19 ſpail every thing by meddling, and that 
the more they were embarraſſed, the more 
mirth they would create. Beſides, added 
| d 


$ ” 
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be, © you' ſee no confuſion in Mrs 
% Coker ; ſhe is, on the contrary, fo 
5 tranſported, with having been able to 
0 draw together ſo much good com- 


8 pany, that 1 dare ſwear ſhe will 


4 brag of this rout a twelve- month 
&« hence, and will not cloſe her eyes 


to night; ſo wakeful will her reck- 
«6 oning over the names of the people 
&* of faſhion, who ape this precious 
% colleCtiof, keep her.” | 

1am very much of your mind. ”» 
ſaid I, © with regard to her wakeful- 
<* neſs to night; becauſe I very much 
" queſtion whether ſhe can get her bed 
* put up again before morning.“ ee 
She ſhall not have it up,” e 
he, . if I can belpie” b ge wed 
1 Prythee, Saville,“ Fr L “ do not 
4 . to increaſe the folly of theſe 


Poor 


Ig2 TAI HISTORY or | 
poor people, but let chem have a plack 
< to ſettle their heads in. · | 
— hey *it williig- 
* ly nothing ; there is no making 
** them ſenſible of their abſurdities in 
« life, but by letting them ſuffer fot 
„ them, The mother is quite callous, 
<< indeed, and the girl is only capable of 
being ſtung by pride; the is proof 
t againſt every other ſenſation.” — 
Finding I codid make nothing of this 
giddy mortal, I left him to the full as 
Coker, and, in paying 
my compliments to the Miſs Harveys, 
dropped fome expreffions of concern, at 
ſeeingtwo women, whoſe underftandings 
were really ſufficient to hinder them 
from being deſpicable, render them- 
{elves ſo totally contemptible by their 
acting out of character. 4% Inſtead of 

* making 


- Ms. FREELAND. "3 


making Abe reſ] pectable,“ con- 


tinued I, “ as they, no doubt, intended 
** to appear by grouping together a ſet 


of people, who would, they imagined, 

** be ſtruck at their having ſo genteel 
and numerous an acquaintance, they 
* are laughed at and deſpiſed for at- 
** tempting to croud ſo much company 


** into ſo narrow a compaſs. They have 


** diſtreſſed themſelves by trying to make 


more room, but were the apartments 


* ever ſo convenient, the want of pro- 
< per attendants muſt, inſtead of raiſing 


their conſequence, draw upon them 


the utmoſt contempt : to ſay nothing 
of their being reduced to have only 
* one maid | ſervant, and a borrowed 


* one, to wait upon them and their 


* yiſiters,” 
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"Mike Harvey readily ſubſcribed to. 
my ſentiments; Mr. Blyth alſo adopted 
them: but Kitty, ſmiling at us all for our 
exalted notions of propriety, ſaid, We 
* muſt take people as we find them: 


« if every body was diſcreet, and acted 


5 v7 70 character, the world would be im- 


menſly dull; for there would be no- 
© thing at all to laugh at.“ 


Mrs. Coker exerted herſelf © vio- 
lently i in doing the honours of the even- 
ing, and threw herſelf into ſuch pa- 
eoxyſms of politeneſs, that not a ſingle 
perſon left the room undiverted. 
Mr. Aſhurſt came in late, leaving his 
man to look after his horſes, but early 
enough to play a rubber, and to take no- 
tice of the very particular attentions 
which Mr. Dawley paid to his daugh- 
ter, and which ſeemed to give him great 
ſatis- 


Mx. FREELAND. 195 


ſatisfaction. He was alſo inclined to be 


more complaiſant to Mr. Blyth, than he 


would otherwiſe have been, as he made 
a ſuperior appearance. 
Dawley, indeed, was not equal to Mr. 
Blyth in point of rank, but he had a 
larger fortune ; for as Sir William Blyth 


was alive his ſon had only a en al- 


lowance from him. 


Dawley had a confiderable ſum in the 


funds: he ſoon diſcovered Mr. Aſhurſt, 
and paid little leſs court to him than to 
his daughter: and his behaviour had 


ſuch an effect upon Mr. Aſhurſt, that 


he gave him an invitation to his houſe : 
the very thing which Dawley wanted. 
When the rout broke up, and when 


the company began to diſperſe, Mrs. 
Coker began to find that ſhe was ex- 
tremely fatigued, Miſs too felt her 
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ſpirits very low ; having had the addi- 
tional mortification to ſee Gertrude pre- 
ferred to her by every body, and parti- 
cularly by Dawley, whom ſhe had 
taken ſome paitis to draw in. 

' Behold her, therefore, following her 
mother weary, vapoured, and attend- 
ing the company to the top of the ſtairs, 
who were lighted down by Sally, half 
aſleep, with a flat tin candleſtick, in 
which was ſtuck a piece of dirty tallow 
candle; the fight of which was fo offen- 
ſive, not to mention the ſmell, to theſe 
elegant people, that as ſoon as they 
were, they thought, out of hearing, they 
freely gave a looſe to their ſentiments. 
oe What low-bred, aukward devils !— 1 | 
« wonder from whe ncthey came? 
<< Tſhall be abſolutely ſick of a rout.— 
Ho abſurd to attempt to entertain'— ; 
- . | 
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Nothing ſurely was ever ſo prepoſ- 


*+* terouſly ridiculous,” — People al- 


* ways loſe themſelves when they act 
* ſo totally out of character. Loſe 


1 themſelves! I dare engage they never = 


+ were any thing.” — © I never ſaw 
= them but about three months ago at 
Mrs. Spadille's, and you know ſhe is 
* not at all nice; provided you do but 
* play, ſhe aſks no farther queſtions. — 
„ H—n defend me from admit- 
* ting all ſorts of people : I ſhould ac- 
. « tually be afraid of my candlefticks. 


„ will hy my life they were borrowed 


for the night.“ — It is pity, then, 
they had but borrowed men to wait, 


** wax candles, and twenty other neceſſa- 


e ries,” —** Mrs. Coker has forgot that 
e ſhe once lived up three pair of ſtairs 
in chambers.” One would not be- 

Ke. © ieve 
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lieve ſhe had ever lived any where 


* elſe,” — © Her arrngs is quite of a 
15 piece with her origin,” — © What, 
e my dear Harry, do you apprehend 
*© her to be of the muſhroom breed? 

© Poſitively, the very refuſe of adunghill, 


gs , Gad; and the Girl too—mon- 
„ ftrous plain, but affecting the airs of 
IM beauty,” — e And has as much 
* knowledge of polite life as alderman 
** Addle's over grown wife, or deputy | 
we Dumplin's bundle of a daughter.“ 


With a variety of ſuch remarks, 


1 5 at length, reached the ſtreet. 
When the laſt fine lady was ſeated in 
her carriage ſhe exclaimed, * The L—d 
deliver me from being waited on by 
* an. Abigail;” to which very ſenſible 
exclamation her companion replied, 
5 4 Nay, madam, III anſwer for it, the 


wench 
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& wench has ſerved in all capacities: 
* ſhe is, I will venture to engage, a kind 
+ of a female ſcrub, and has her ſeveral 


15 Ew for every hour in the 
As bon as they were driven off, 
ſhouting immoderately, a noiſe of a far 


different kind proceeding from above, 


made Saville and myſelf haſten to hear 
what was the matter. | 
Sally, we found, had tipped! out, 


when the laſt earriage rolled from the 


door, by Mrs. Coker's order, to fetch 


one of Mr, Furniſh's men to put up 


the bed : but as he was an undertaker as 
well as upholſterer, they were all that 


evening employed about a great funeral . 


in the next lane: ſo that there was no- 
body left to perform the weary Mrs. 
Coker s important bulineſs, The no- 
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tiſication of that diſagreeable intellt- 
| gence to her, had made her exalt her 
voice in ſo loud a key, that we were 
indeed afraid ſome heavier calamity had 
befallen her, | 
Go back again, Sally,” faid the, . 
go back again, and tell Mr. F urniſh 
that I will not be ſerved fo; that I 
i: muſt have a man come and put up my 
+ bed: this minute, or he ſhall have no 
«< fleep to night.” EE 
Ia, madam,” cried Sally. Mr. 
« Furniſh is gone to the burying 
as fine as a lord: he was vaſtly inti- 
* mate with Mr. Dripping, the tallow- 
_ & chandler; and I dare ſay as how Mr. 
_ * Dripping would not reft in his grave 
if his old friend was not to ſee him 
_ * ſafe-underground.” 
6 | 180 


Ma. FREELAND. 20 


* do not care whether he ever reſts 
again, replied ſhe, *© I muſt have my 
e things done when I want them to be 


« done; therefore go again to Fur- 
« niſh's houſe, and fetch me N 


directly.“ 


4 00 madam, ” faid the girl, „Ihave 
e been, as I was telling you; and he 


Lis at Mr. Dripping's, who lies all in 
* ſtate, Madam. The houſe is hung 


with ſcutcheons, and looks ſo grand; 


6 Dear me, I think a fine burying is a vaſt 


pretty ſight: if you pleaſe, madam, | 
4 I will ſtep to the houſe, though there 


& is a mortal croud about the door.“ 
Sally then ran down ſtairs, in order 
to go to Mr. Dripping's houſe : Sa- 


ville, who ſtood at the bottom of the 


ſtairs, ſtopped her, and bade her bring 
Furniſh with her, if poſſible. 
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Away ſhe flew, while he dragged me . 
with him up ſtairs to comfort Mrs. 
| Coker, as Mr. Aſhurſt was gone to a 
| tavern in the neighbourhood, at which 
he frequently ſupped. | 
Me found them employed in telling 
the card- money, and the pieces of can- 
dle out of the candleſticks: though 
Miſs Sukey declared that ſhe was fo 
fatigued for want of reſt and food ſhe 
was not able to live. 
Saville pretended. to conſole her : 
D bile he was in the midft of his conſola- 
tions, up came Mr. Furniſh, dreſſed in 
a full-trimmed black ſuit, and a great 
wig, which, added to his natural bulk 
and aſſumed importance, made him a 


By principal figure in the farce. 
Pray,“ ſaid he, turning to the girl 
who had juſt fetched him, not deigning 


0 
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to look at Mrs. Coker, © who wants 
„ me here? I thought I * . to 
« fetch a corpſe.” 82 


* Why, really,” replied Saville, with 
an arch leer, you will find more 


* than one if you do not put up Mrs. 
«« Coker's bed preſently ; for both the 
<* and miſs are juſt dead for want of 


| 18. reſt.“ 


ruffles, which were of a depth ſuffi- 
cient to make three faſhionable pair, 
„J, Sir, am not uſed to put up beds, 


« Sir: I keep ſervants, Sir.“ 

„Oh, Sir,” replied Saville, riſing, 
and making an affected bow : then 
* do us the honour to ſend ſome of your 

< people ; for the ladies, you ſee, are 
* extremely fatigued.” . 

Kia len 


« 1 Sir,” ſaid he,” pulling down his 
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»I can't, I can't,” anſwered he, © for 
they are attending the body of my old 
friend Mr. Dripping, who has died 
** worth twenty - thouſand pounds: a 
1 great deal of money, Sir: a great deal 
of money, let me tell you.” | 
Tes, indeed, I think twenty thou- 
« ſand pounds is a deviliſh deal of mo- 
«© ney for a greaſy tallow-chandler to 
leave behind him,“ faid Saville, pert- 
y © but I ſuppoſe he gat it like a 
6 rogue. ” | 
What do you mean by that, Sir ?” 
laid the undertaker, warmly ; be was. 
« as honeſt a man as ever broke a bit 
« of bread, he got his money fairly, 
and ſpent it like a gentleman.” 
06K: gentleman P” replied Saville ; 
« 2 tallow chandler a gentleman? the 
e yery idea of his filthy occupation is 
1 eegscugb 
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enough to ſuffocate me; and to think 
of ſuch a fellow's bevieg a pompous _ 
AM funeral made for him.”— | 
Fellow!“ replied Furniſh, con- 
temptuouſly, <« he was a much better 
* man than ſuch a May-fly as you, for 
« all you have got a ſword by your 
« fide.” 
« D—n you, Sir,” cried Saville, 

8 « what the devil do you mean by in- 
* ſulting me, you impertinent ſcoun- 
« drel? But, if you have a paſſion for 
< another corpſe, I will make you one 
* this inſtant you raſcal.” : 

He drew his fword directly 0 
made a paſs at Furniſh, who was ſo ter- 


rified at the ſight of it, that in retreating, 


be rolled from the top of the ſtairs to 
the bottom: there he lay roaring out 
that he was a dead man: and the wo- 
| men, 
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men, in the mean time, ſcreamed 


above. 
Gertrude, who had been . _ 
in her own room, ran down to them. 

It was not in my power to prevent 
Saville from being guilty-of fuch a raſh 
outrage ; however, as there was really 
no miſchief done, his exploit only ſer- 
ved to heighten our diverſion : for the 
peaceable Mr. Furniſh, though very 
fond of the company of dead men, did 
not chuſe to be incorporated among 
them, was ſo frightened at the fight of 
Saville's ſword out of the ſcabbard, that 
he did not ſtay to feel it 
1 nan to aſſiſt him in getting upon 

his legs again: and it was ſome time 

before I could, by all the ſoothing me- 
tmhods 1 could think of, make him ſen- 
fible that he was not mortally wound- 
ed. 
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ed. The blood, indeed, flowed copi- 


ouſly from his head down his black coat, 
and over his ruffles. His bag-fronted 


bob lay on the ground very much difor- 


dered by the fall, and he himſelf was not 


leſs diſcompoſed than that neceſſary 
part of his dreſs: however, as ſoon as he 
was a little recovered, his indignation 
yoſe in proportion to his ſtrength, and 
he began to threaten Saville, who told 
him with no ſmall flippancy, that he 
did not know to whom he was talking. 

% No d cried the undertaker, with 
the moſt contemptuous ſneer, and who 
«are you, pray, you young flimſy up- 
« ſtart, but ſomebody your family, is 
« aſhamed to own, or they would not 
* have placed you here in the city 


* with a merchant. You are all of 


« © you aſhamed of a trade, like a parcel 


65 of 
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of fools, becauſe you are ignorant of 
% the honour of riches which the na- 
1 tion derives from people worth a hun- 
d red of your penaileſs lords with 
* empty heads and pockets.” 
Jou area very impudent fellow,” 
interrupted Saville; 3 © fo get about your 
H « bufinefs,” 
"3. 3. God you are a ſaucy coxcomb,” 
replied Furniſh, © who will never have 
* any buſineſs to do.” 
Let me come at him, let me come 
« athim,” cried Saville,whom I held, to 
prevent miſchief, © Jet me come at 
_ him.“ 
3 Take away his ſpit firſt,” aid 
Furniſh, and then I ſhan't fear him; I 
*« will box with any man by the hour | 
* together; and ſuch a ſtripling as this 
"A. will be meer play to me : I can turn 
1 _ 
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< him round with my finger,” 
/ tinued he, endeavouring at the ſame 
time to ſlip away, while he poured out 
his threats, and at laſt nee his 
defign. | 
When he was gone, Laſked Saville if A 
he did not tremble at Mr. Furnith's 
menaces. 3 
I don't care e whaCt that devilofa fel- 


oh i Jon does or ſays,” replied he, pro- 


CO 


t yided he does not Lury me.” Ee 
Miſs Sukey, in ſpite of her terrors 

and fatigues, laughed at this piece of 

wit as ſhe called it, while her mother 

gently chid him for putting the under- . 

taker into ſuch a paſſion. 
Saville then having gallantly offered 

part of his bed to Miſs Sukey, we retir- 

ed, leaving her and her mother drag- 

ging out theirs on the floor, all heartily 


2 


[= 


210 Tu HISTORY or 

fatigued, I may venture to wy with uf 
"buſineſs of the evening. 
Hardly were we got into our firſt 
Meep, when the loudeſt female ſhrieks 
waked us, and alarmed me exceſſively, 
leſt any accident ſhould have happened 


to Gertrude. 

I flew to the door, and called to 
know what was the matter: the ſoon 
opened it with ſome of her cloaths on 
and aſſured me that ſhe was fate, but | 
that ſhe had heard a violent noiſe com- 
ing from below which made her haſt- 
en to dreſs herſelf. 

I was eafy on her account ; and, after 
| having begged her to ſtay in her cham- 
ber, ran down to Mrs. Coker's apart- 
ment, in which I found her a moſt dif 
guſting figure, wrapped up in oils and 
ointments : and her fair daughter al- 
7 moſt 
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moſt in a ſtate of nature, both oroteſ- 
ting to Saville that they were ſure ſome- 
body was in the room; that they had 
heard them ſpeak and walk about, and 


that they were ſo terrified they could 


ſcarce breathe. | 
To ſatisfy them, I ſearched in every 


place, in every corner, in which even a 
cat could be concealed; but making no 


diſcoveries we returned to our own 
apartments, 


When Saville had rallied Sukey on 
her dread of thieves, he added, ina half 


_ whiſ] per,“ You are ſenſible, child, that 
* you have nothing to loſe.” | 

« Inſolence!” cried ſhe, flouncing the 
door againſt him, with an air which diſ- 
covered, however, that he had ſpoken a 
home truth. | 


When 
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When we all met in the morning, 
the Cokers were in tears, lamenting the 
loſs of Sir Harry's candleſticks, which 
they miſled as ſoon as they aroſe ; a loſs 
which would, they ſaid, be the ruin of 
them. : Re 
Their lamentations were alſo accom- 
panied with ſeveral broad hints to Sa- 
ville, But as he was neither inclined 


nor well able to act upon the occaſion 


agreeably to their wiſhes, he turned a 
deaf ear to their hints, and only told 
them that they were juſtly puniſhed for 
; borrowing things, for which they could 
not, on being robbed of them, mage a 

reſtitution. 


Iy)he mother a at this 3 
and farcaſtical refuſal, but the daughter 
abſolutely fain ted in her arms. of 
; Saville, 
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Saville, having thus diſcovered his 
ſentiments about them, left them to get 
themſelves out of this ſcrape as well as 
they could. After baving aſſiſted Mrs. 
Coker in recovering her daughter, I 
went down to him, and aſked him how 
he could inſult people 1 in the midſt of 
their misfortunes. 


** Misfortunes ! yy replied b 3 thoſe 


c6 ates bring themſelves 1 into difficulties 


by their wrong-headedneſs, deſerve 


*© rather contempt than pity : and your 


* compaſſion Freeland,” added he, 


* ariſes as much from your ignorance 


* of the tricks of ſuch people as the 
“ Cokers, as from the natural beneyo- 
„ lence of your diſpoſition. Why, 
„ now, I have ſome doubts concerning | 


* theſe ſame candlefticks; and am 
* ſtrangely inclined to believe that the 
| Cevils 
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e devils have ſecreted them on purpoſe 
to make us believe that they were 
« ſtolen. Sir Harry can't be very ſe- 
<« yere with women, you know: ſuch. 
* things have been done with ſucceſ 
cc before now. 
I only lifted up my Wee and eyes. 
at this ſuggeſtion of Saville's, who, up- 
on Mr. Aſhurſt's coming into the 
compting-houſe, and aſking what had 
_ occaſioned ſuch an outcry in the night, 
told him, that Mrs. Coker had been 
frighted by rogues; to which intelli- 
gence he ſeemed to pay very little atten- 


As ſoon as he was gone out Mr. 


Dawley's chariot ſtopped at the door, 
and threw Mrs. and Miſs Coker into a 
great flurry, as they were, from their 
nocturnal diſturbances, hardly ready to 
eceive company. 


He 
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He was deſired to walk into the par- 


lour, in which Gertrude was fitting at 


work. 
Gertrude was the very perſon he 


wiſhed to ſee; and he made the beſt 
uſe of his time in ſaying a number of 
fine things to her, which ſhe received 
with a modeſty and diffidence that ren- 
dered him ſtill more ger to be liſten- 
ed to. 


Sally, however, ſoon letting him 


know that Mrs. Coker expected him 
above ſtairs, he left the parlour with 


reluctance, telling Gertrude, that he 


hoped to have the happineſs of finding 
her there when he returned, as Mr. 
Aſnurſt had done him the honour to 


give him leave to call upon him ſome- 
times. 


Gertrude 


A4 1 1 : - — 
* * n 2 — * . - . y + ts. wy 
4 Boon 2. re — Le — 

2 2 — 3 >. _ — n - 25 
hu 2 Gng-®, 1 . a — — 


2:6 TuT HISTORY or 
| Gertrude replied, that her father was 
not then at home, and that ſhe was go- 
ing out. She then broke haſtily from 
him, and putting on her hat and cloak, 
went direAly to Miſs Harvey's on anal 


poſe to avoid him. 
Mr. Dawley, however, from that 


day, became a frequent viſiter. He 
had before applied to Mrs. Coker, we 
' were afterwards informed, to prevail on 
her to aſſiſt him in gaining Gertrude's 
affections; and, it was believed, that a 
bank note, equal to the value of the 
candleſticks had made every thing 
eaſy between them, as both mother and 
daughter immediately upon his leaving 
them, after the abovementioned viſit, | 
appeared as unconcerned, with regard to 
their loſs, as if they never had com- 
plained of it; and it is ſtill doubtful 
whether 
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whether the'candlefticks were really loſt 
or deſignedly miſlaid. But the con- 
tempt and indifference of Saville were 


not forgotten by Miſs Sukey, who, 


ſometimes with tears, ſometimes by 
upbraidings, diſcovered what right 
otherwiſe have been, perhaps, con- 


cealed : for had there been no im proper 


connections between them, no re- 


proaches would have been neceſſary. ; 


During theſe perpetual altercations 
Mr. Furniſh was neither eaſy nor idle 


about the affront which he had received 
from Saville, and which he ſtiled an 


aſſault in all its forms: he therefore 


hampered him very much by putting 
him into the crown- office, and occaſi- 
oned a very ſevere reprimand from his 
uncle, who was obliged to advance the 
money required by the commons, a con- 
Tor © * ſiderable 
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| fiderable ſum, as Saville had not any to 
* from his pleaſures. 
About this time, Mr. Aſhurſt e 
to be a good deal embarraſſed for ready 
caſh; and he talked of ſending me again | 


ta Mr. Brown, to re- ſolicit the pay- 


ment of the fifteen hundred pounds, and 
to tell him, at once, that if he did not 
advance it in a week he muſt expect 
vigorous proceed ings againft him. 1 
Before I ſet out, Mr. Dawley had 
contracted quite an intimacy with Mr. 
Athurſt, who frequently left him alone 
with Gertrude, though ſhe diſcovered 
the greateſt diſlike and averſion to him, 
and ſtrove, as much as poſſible, to 
er him. | ? 
One day, upon her pleading a prior 
engagement to her father, when he had 
ordered her to ſtay and make tea for 
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Mr. Dawley, he plainly told her that 
ſhe ſhould not ſerve him as ſhe had done 
about Mr. Blyth. If Mr. Dawley,” 
continued he, will take you, you 


< ſhall be married to him directly, or 


"i be turned out in the ſtreet.” i 
Such an unnatural. menace as this 
. threw her into tears, and ſhe retired in 


Hilence, though with the mo Fr Les 5 


breaking reflections. 


Seeing that her tears very much af- ? 


fected me, ſhe endeavoured, from the 


natural goodneſs of her heart, to _ 


them from me, 


I was obliged to go to Mr. Brown S, 


and ] felt a more than ordinary reluct- 
ance at quitting Gertrude; but I had no 
reaſon at that time to ſuppoſe that the 
| had any inclination for her new lover, 
| | L2 2 or 


373% 
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or that he had any improper 5 dell : 
upon her. 23 mie * 
In my way to Mr. Brown's, I eas at 

Mr. Edwards's: I ſhould have been'very 
ungrateful if I had paſſed his door with- 
out making him a viſitz and was recei- 
ved by him and his family with the 
ſincereſt demonſtrations of regard. Be- 
ing impatient, however, to ſee Mr. 
Brown, when J had ſtaid with them a 
little while, I mentioned the occafion of 
| my- journey to that part of the-country 
again: they aſſured me that Mr. 
Brown left his houſe ſoon after my re- 
turn to London, and that no-body knew 
whither he was gone, but that it was re- 
ported he had quitted the kingdom. 
I was truly ſorry to find myſelf a ſe- 

cond time unſucceſsful, on my maſter's 
account, yet, not contented with Mr. 
1 5 Edwards's 
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Edwards's information, I made all poſ- 
ſible enquiries at every houſe in the 

place in which he had lived, and in the 
environs, but could hear no ſatisfactory 
intelligence concerning him; I there- 
fore returned to Mr. Edwards's, -who, 
after having commended my diligence, 
aſked me fome queſtions relative to my 
ſituation ; to all which 1 replied with 


the utmoſt unreſerve, only concealing 


my ſentiments with regard to Gertrude; 


yet I fancied that the old gentleman 
gueſſed pretty ſhrawdly at what paſſed 
in my heart, though he faid nothing. 
Earneſtly did he preſs me to ſtay longer 


with him; and both Mrs. Benyon and 


her daughter joined their perſuaſions to 
his. Mrs. Benyon had been very ill, 
and was at that time far from being re- 


covered: when I took. my leave of ; 
L's © + 
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them they all inſiſted upon my coming. 
to ſee them again the firſt opportunity. 
I haſtened to town. On my arrival 
found Gertrude more chearful than I had 
| left her; and ſhe told 1 me that her chear- 
fulneſs aroſe from a diſcovery which 
ſhe had made concerning Mr. Dawley. 
«] am pretty certain,” continued ſhe, 

that he has no defign to marry.” 
_ «© Poffibly he may not have ſuch a 
« defign,” ſaid I; be therefore upon 
% your guard, my dear Miſs Aſhurſt, 

1 he may have worſe intentions“. 
Sßhe thanked me for my cautionary 

hint, and indeed followed my advice ſo 
exactly, that he ſeldom had an oppor- 
i tunity to ſpeak to her in private: when 
he was not able to enjoy a private inter- 
view Wick ber, he commonly, I obſer- 
ved, went up to Mrs. Coker's apart- 
. os ment, 
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ment, in which they undoubtedly laid 
their heads together againſt Gertrude; 
though, as both mother and daughter 
were extremely civil, ſhe had no room 
to ſhun their ſociety, but on account 
of the impropriety of their conduct, 
which ſo frequently expoſed them to 


eenſure and contempt. 
Kitty Ha rvey, after the rout-nigbt on 


which they had rendered themſelves ſo 
exquiſitely ridiculous, became leſs inti- 


mate with them, though ſhe, as well as. | 
Miſs Aſhurſt, bad gained an admirer 
en that evening, in Sir Harry Frolick, 
whoſe gaiety of ſpirit was infinitely 
more agreeable to her than the ſeriouſ- 
neſs and ſolidity of Blyth's behaviour: 
beſides, Sir Harry was a baronet z Mr. 
Blyth only would be one if he outlived 
his father. 9 


CCNA 
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Sir Harry, who, vifited the Miſs 
Harveys on the ſtrength of having met 
them at Mrs. Coker's, found, upon 
enquiry, that Kitty's fortune would be 
extremely convenient: ſuch a fortune 
with a fine girl into the bargain were 
the very things he wanted, Blyth only 
ſtood in his way. He ſoon ſaw the 
lady's humour, and deemed it highly 
probable that, by flattery and perſeve- 
rance, he ſhould carry his point: he ac- 
cordingly attached himſelf entirely to 
her, and had ſoon the ſatisfaction to 
find ſhe was pleaſed with his attentions, 
Blyth, who had for ſome time ſeen 
ſeveral little things in Kitty, which he 
could have wiſhed altered. and who 
thought it more generous to ſpeak of 
them before marriage than afterwards, 
(though he had not been attended to in 
- *. as 
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the delivery of former complaints with 
the patience and mildneſs he had ex- 
pected) as ſoon as he obſerved Sir Har- 
ry's progreſs in her fayour, determined 
to take advantage of it. He ſpoke to 
her more frequently about the part of 
her behaviour which diſguſted him, 
and with more vehemency of langua ge. 
The lady, ſhocked at his freedom, 
ga ve him ſome ſtrong ſigns of her diſ- 


pleaſure, which being entirely wiſhed 
for by him, were not neglected: he 
availed himſelf of them, and upon her 
telling him that if he could only talk 
about her faults, ſhe ſhould be glad to 
be leſt to herſelf, he inſtantly aſſured 
her that he ſhould be extremely ſorry to 
hinder any amendment by his preſence, - 
and that he would there ſore Vierter ? 
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till ſhe notified her withes to fee him 
| again. on 
She then, making a low curtſy, ſaid, 
ö on Never!” and he quitted her with a 


: reſolution not to trouble her with ano- 


nother viſit. 

As he had ” a me : the pleaſure to 
ſeek my acquainance after our firſt 
meeting, he came and told me what 
had paſſed between him and Miſs 
Kitty; and confeſſed that he was not 
at all ſorry ſhe had given him ſo fair an 
opportunity of breaking off with her, 
as he had lately had reaſon to believe 
they ſhould never, with ſuch oppoſite | 
ſentiments, be happy together : adding, 
that her taſte for flattery (which he 
had not fo ſtrongly obſerved in her at 
Frtt, and which might have been cured, 
be thought, had ſhe been ſufficiently 
| attached | 
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b to him) rather encreaſed FRY 
diminiſhed. « I therefore am of opi- 


« nion,“ continued he, © that Sir 


ce Harry Frolick will be much more 


fſuitable to her than ever I can poſ- 
fibly make myſelf, I muſt on, 


*« Freeland, that the ſtriking differ- 
©* ENCE I perpetually ſaw between her. 


and Miſs Aſhurſt, made me eagerly,. 


perhaps too eagerly, deſire to render 


** her like that amĩable girl: and had I 
been able to have gained the point: 
My wiſhed'for, by: my remonſtrances, I 1 


„cannot ſee what harm the gaining. 
of it would have done either of us: 


but as I could not bring about a re- 


* formation, 'tis better for us both to 
* ſeek for happineſs ſeparately.” 


So ſenfible a reſolution demanded: 


my acquieſcence, and as [ firmly be- 
es TR. lieved 
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lieved that Blyth was very deſerving _ 
of a woman of his own rational way. of 
thinking, and had no bad opinion of 
"Theodofia OT. T aſked him what 
he On” her. U 
Ah you rde Y cola he ſmiling, 


_ are you not as Mbch maſter of her 
heart as you are of Gertrude's? But 


_ © « ſyppoſing you were not, ſhe is too 


”s 


e languid, too penſive, for me; I love 
«© mirth, though am no friend to mad- 
„ neſs. No, J will think no more of 

« matrimony till 1 meet Ad a woman 


„, Who can love me as much as I love 
* her; and I will be ſure of her heart, 


<« if poſſible, before 1 make : an n offer of 
my hand.“ Aj 
1 laughed at the warnith with which 


he en the A ih Raves) and he ſoon 
8388 i Salü Vanſter- 
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” 


| afterwards took leave of me to 8⁰ into | 
the count. 
Saville, who could ale 1 1 
oufly about every body's affairs but his 
own, told me that Blyth had acted like 
2 young fellow of ſpirit. <*.I haye heard 
all from the Harvey's,“ added he, 
and fancy that the future Lady Fro- 
0 lick will have reaſon to repent of 
what ſhe has done. 5 
yo ſeized this opportunity. 10 9 to 
him ſeriouſſy about Sukey Coker, and 


_ aſked him if he would not take ſome care 


of a girl of whoſe weakneſs he had, 

I was afraid, taken advantage; and 
whoſe folly, if he did not put a ſtop to 
it, would probably expoſe them both. 
I alſo read him a long lecture upon the 
crvelty and iniquity he would be guilty 
of * leaving a * after having ruined 

. her 
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her character and de ſtroyed her peace: 
but he only replied, with a ſneer, that 
as ſhe had, he would venture any wager, 
no. ſtronger inclination for him, than 
for any other man, her peace would not 
te greatly diſturbed by any thing he 
had dene to her. And as for her 
character, continued he, if ſhe will 
« tell tales, ſhe muſt take what follows: 
« there's the devil now in having any 
affairs with the ſex; they are all ſuch. 

* confounded babblers, that if we have 
ever ſo violent a fancy to be ; private: 

e and ſnug in the management of our 

_ * pleaſures, and conduct matters with 
5 ever ſo much diſcretion, they muſt, 
« by their everlaſting tattling, diſcover 

4 all; and even give hints, frequently, 
of what never happened. Many a 
« girl has, to my knowledge, by indiſ- 


*©-creet” 
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« creet flirting in public, and talking of 
*« fellows in private, loft her charaQer, 
« to all intents and purpoſes, as much 
as if ſhe had lived a week in a bagnio, 
* though the was as chaſte the whole 
* time as a veſtal for any thing 1 
© ever heard to the contrary: let Sukey 
« therefore hold her tongue, and. be- 
* quiet and trouble herſelf with me no 
more than I do with her, and ſhe will 
have no room to complain.” | 
Our houſe was now filled with if. 
content: Mr. Athurſt, though no man. 
ever faid leſs upon any ſubject, ſhewed: 
ſtriking figns of diſſatisfaction at his 
diſappointment, arifing from Mr. 
Brown's diſhonourable behaviour; 
Mrs. Coker lived as if it was not in 
her power to pay her rent; — 
was for ever dif ponng with Saville. 

T heſe- 
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+ Theſe domeſtic uneaſineſſes, together 


with Mr. Dawley's tireſome importuni- 

| ties to Gertrude, which gave her great 
diſquiet, diſturbed me very much; and 
we were all, indeed, except Saville, ex- 
15 * out of humour. 1 5 
D.uring theſe home vexations, Kity 


Harvey became Lady Frolick. The 


diſtreſſes of the Cokers to furniſh up 


proper things for their congratulating 
viſit to her ladyſhip would have diverted 


me fuſhciently, had not other matters of 


more 3 W _ atten- 
| tion. "444924 4 FIFTY. Hs 7 1 


One mi _ we had 3 all * 7 
to reſt, earlier than uſual, (Mr. Aſhurſt 


excepted, who generally ſtaid at the ta- 
vern till near too or three o'clock in the 
morning) I was waked by the ſereams of 
om, WhO a aloud for help. 
ST 112 15 1 flew 


* 
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+ how inſtantly to her aſſiſtance, and | 
met a perſon at the door of her cham- 
ber, who wounded me in the hand with 
the point of his ſword, in attempting to 
paſs me, as we were in the dark. I could 
not diſtinguiſh my adverſary, who nim- 
bly eſcaped before Sally and "_ ap- 
peared with candles. 
I then examined carefully every 
place, but to no purpoſe, not a crea- 


ture could I diſcover. 


Gertrude was ſo alarmed about my 
hand, that ſhe for ſome time paid very 
little regard to the many queſtions 1 
aſked her: at length however, by repea- 
ted interrogations, I learnt that a man, 
whom ſhe took to be Mr. Dawley, 
eame to her bedſide, and behaved in a 
very improper manner; that, being 
nn to n the ſcandal of ſuch an 
affai, 


affair, ſhe had, at firſt, earneſtly intreat- 


ed him to leave not only the room but 
the houſe immediately ; but that finding, 


all ſhe could ſay to him was ineffectual, 


and that he rather grew) more familiar, 
the was quite frighted, and called for 
help : I ſolemnly declare however, 
continued ſhe, © if I had imagined that 
you would have been expoſed to any 
danger on my account, I would have 
* taken ſome other method to fave my- 
EEG 
1Iͥ as folemnly affured her that I 

ſhould have been very wretched if I had 


not been able to fly to her relief, and = 


that my wound was of no conſequence, 
Mr. Aſhurſt came home and found 
us all up; Gertrude related all that had 
paſſed, not concealing her ſuſpicions. 
SL; concerning Mr, Dawley.  _ 


He 
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He only replied, * How ſhould he 1 
4 into your chamber, child? 

Whether he found a way into it or 
no, 'fir,” ſaid ſhe, I hope you will 
* not oblige me to ſee him any more; 
as I am ſure that his behaviour would 
not be eee to you if yaw: were a 
« witneſs to it.“ 

Mr. Aſhurſt frowned at her, aid re- 
tired to his chamber. 

Mrs. Coker, whom the noiſe Sock 
raiſed, ſaid that ſome people were more 
afraid than hurt. m1 

As ſoon as Mr. Aſhurſt was gone to 
bed, Gertrude ſent for a ſurgeon to dreſs 
my hand, which was wounded in ſuch a 
manner as to occaſion apprehenſions 
leſt I ſhould loſe the uſe of it ; but the 
eoncern and anxiety ſtrongly viſible in 
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Gertrude's countenance Se me far 
more pain. g 7551 
In a few days after this accident Mr. 
Dawley made his appearance. | 
Gertrude refuſed to ſee him. 
Mrs. Coker, with whom he ſat above 
two hours, told her, after his depar- 
ture, that he could not be in her room, 
according to her fancy, as he was 
twenty miles out of town at that time. 
Gertrude made her no anſwer, Pru- 
dently chuſing not-to enter into an ar- 
gument with a woman who would, ſhe 
had reaſon to believe, pay but little re- 
gard to what ſhe ſaid. "OA [ 
In the evening Mr. Aſhurſt came 
home, . to his uſual cuſtom, to 
ſupper. ee Ne 
eg his daughter into meu e 
in which we could hear his voice in a 


very 
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very loud key, he ſoon afterwards . 
| flounced out of the houſe in 2 paſſion, 


while the went up to her chamber in 
tears. 


I was impatient to know what had 


occaſioned this ſcene, though I but too 


well gueſſed at the cauſe of it. 

When Saville went out, Gertrude 
came down to me with her eyes ſwelled 
with crying: the told me that her father 


had been very angry with her on ac- 
count of her not ſeeing Mr. Dawley, 


| who was, he faid, his beſt friend, and 
had offered to lend him the fifteen hun- 


z _ dred pounds which Brown owed him, 


and for want of which he ſhould be 
obliged to ſtop payment, as he had met 
with ſeveral loſſes, and therefore infiſt- 
ed _ her pm Meth complaifant to 
| "=" Dial; 
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him, as it was in his Power to reſtore 
him to his former firuation, and make her 


fortune. | 
And what anſwer 4 you return * 


Rd ons of nition er T 
78 et Nad with "oe th” 
ſaid the dear unhappy: girl. I am 
“ grieved, you may bo ſure, to find my 
«+ father ſo diſtreſſed; but much more 
* grieved to find him ſo ready to accept 
* of aſſiſtance from a villain, for ſo muſt 
I call the man who would ſeduce his 
child, under the pretence of ſerving 
„him: but I will tell him to-morrow 
that will work for my living, and do 
«* any thing to get an honeſt ſubſiſtence, 
rather than be a burthen to him: and 
1 «1 will ſooner die. than encourage Mr. 
* Aer to be ſerviceable to my father 
ein freedoms which muſt 
occaſion 


— 


= china loſs of ue Peace, 40 all 


«c that's dear to me.” 
A freſh ſhower of tears re all 
further utterance, 


I was fo deeply affected 1 by her vir- 


tuous ſorrows, that it was ſome time be- 
fore I could pronounce a Hi word : 
when I was capable. of articulation, I 


| commended her for noblypreferring po- 


verty to infamy, in the higheſt terms: 
telling her, that we were all liable to af- 


flictions in this checquered world; but 
that heaven, who knew the integrity of 
her heart, would, I hoped, ſend her re- 


lief when ſhe leaſt expected it. 
« Alas!” cried ſhe, with a heart-felt 


ſigh, 1 have no friend but heaven and : 


93 


1 
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1 affured ber that 1 wiſhed barely 
to be a uſeful friend. But, my dear 
5 « Miſs 
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** Miſs Aſnurſt,“ added 1, if we truſt 


in Providence, who never forſakes the 


e virtuous, we muſt not immediately 


** abandon ourſelves to deſpair on every 


* diſagreeable change of fortune. By 
san unrepining ſubmiſſion to the de- 
„ crees of the Almighty, and by ſup- 


*« porting ourſelves with a proper for- 
* titude under our ſufferings, we ſhall do 


alli that is required of us: and the 
more we exert ourſelves in the prac- 
< tice of thoſe virtues, ſo neceſſary for 


* us, the more reaſon ſhall we have to 
66 hope for the ſpeedy removal of our 


cc troubles.” N Eq N. 


(geg 7 2 
Z : N 
SEIZE of 


* - 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 


- — 


— “y. 3 


